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To all that truly wish Teruſalem's Proſperity and Babylons 
Deſtrudtion ; 11:{dom and Underſtanding be multiplyed 
upon you, 


VN th eſe daye:, if ever,that ts true which the Wiſcman ſaid, Eccl, 
12.12, Tnerce 1s no end | in making many books,and much rea- 
dino is a wearinels to the fleſh : yer conſidering how hetnows it 
15 144 the fight of the Lord to force men and women by cruel Per. 
(* currovs, T0 bring th er bo aie: rtoall orſkip wh erYemwnmto ih: 'Y CANnot 
brmg Fs 8 ſpirits * Wwe thought it onr Anuty for (rods Glory , an 'd the 
Yi forms, 110% thereof in this OH7T OWN Nation, fo prbliſh this {utle 
I rill4is followin i where 1 manifeſtly prov wed by the I. 2W ot God, 
the Law of our Land,,:4 bis Mayetties own d: OTnY That 
Yo 1100! orohe to be pert ecutcd for his 'Re [10100 be rt ITC ON felſe, ſ 
he fe, tifte [1s f.:2 T7 "7 - Vviaree to the K 117 p b/ £ if ts hall me 


do ſlrin ns abaut matters 0) f Religion trll this be ende dad? For, Feb 
be a eruch, that ye Kings of the Eh have aides f1 024 Ciod to 
compe! by Per / ton ol ther 6d els to bileere hey believe, 
th, IE © | rs it to cif, ard the Perſccittion:s of (4 = ;« jſt ly repor: 
them, and the NL 01 rHtes be" execute the {rme aro clear tron: 
ther bly a, «14. a it 15 pon : thear ©w%: reds * but if 8 hiwas of the 

art - Pate np wer from CU-d to comme! by P, (eent: 2 1':y of they 
Sul ; bt they veieot'e (leetong Fartl is the work of God? 
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The EPISTLE. 

humble deſire is, that they would conſider what ts teſtified in the 
Scriptures ; That the Kings of the Earth ſhall give their power un. 
to the Beall, till the words of God be fulfilled; chen ſhall they take 
their power from her. If ir be granted ( as it ts) that the Kings of 
this Nation formerly have given their power unto that Romiſh Beaſt, 
it ſhall evidently appear that onr Lord the King, ard all Magiſtrates 
under him, de eve their power to the ſame Be xt, though the Beaſt 
be in another ſhape : For, as that ſpiritual Power or Beaſt of Rome 
ſets up a Worſhip (as they pretend ) for God, and force all thereto by 
cruel Perſecntions, the Kings of the Earth giving thur Powey 
thereunto ; So this ſpiritual Power, or Beaſt of England, ſets up a 
Worſhip ( 4s they pretend ) for God, and force all thereto by creel 
Perſecntions, the Kirgs CAiyjeſty giving his Power hereunto, Oh 

that all that are in Authority would but conſider by the Word of God 

( which ſhall judge them: at the laſt day ) what they do, when they 

force men againſt their ſorls and conſceences ro diſſemble to believe 

a they believe, or as the King and State believe, they would with- 

draw their havds and hearts therefrom, and never do as they have 

done, partly through inconſideration, and partly to pleaſe Lord Biſhops 

being in favour with the King. 

It cannot but with high thankfulreſs to God, ard to the King, be 
acknowledged of alt, that the Kings Majeſty i no blood-thirſty mav;, 
for if he were, bodily deſtruttion ſhould be the portion of all that 
fear God, and endeavour to walk in his wayes, as may be ſeen 
the premutrve time of thu ſpiritual Power, or Beaſt of England, af- 
ter that K, Henry the eight had cait off the Romiſt Beaſt and ſince 
( ſo far as leave hath been granted them) by hanging, burning, 
baniſhing, impriſoning , and what not, as the particulars mrght 
be named. Tet our moſt humble deſire of our Lord the King, 
#s, That he would not orve þis Power to force his fatthfal Subjetl; 
to diſſemble to believe as he believes, in the leaſt meaſure of Per(e- 
cution ; though it is no ſmall Perſecution to lye many years m filthy 
Priſons, in hunger, cold, idleneſs, divided from Wife, Family, Cal- 
ling, left in continual miſeries and temptations, ſo as Death would 
be to many leſs Perſecution , ſeeing his Majeſty confeſſeth, that to 
change the mind mult be the work of God. eAnd of the Lord 
Biſhops we deſire, that they would a little leave off perſecuting thoſe 
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The EPISTLE, 
that cannot believe as they, till they have proved that God ts well. 
pleaſed therewith, and the ſouls of ſuch as ſubmit are in ſafety from 
Condemnation; let them prove this, and we proteſt we will for ever 
ſubmit unto them, ard ſo will thouſands : and therefore if there be 
any ſpark, of grace in them, let them ſet themſelves to give ſattsfa- 
tion either by word or writing, or both. But if they will not, but con- 
tinue their cruel courſes as they have done, let them yet remember 
that they muſt come to Judgment, and have their Abominations 
ſet in ordey before them, and be torn in preces when none ſhall deli. 
ver they, 

eAnd whereas they have no other colony of ground out of the Scri. 
ptrrres, than that they have canonized a Law, viz. That whoſo- 
ever ſhall affirm that the Kings Majeſty hath not the ſame power 
over the Church that the godly Kings of /ſrae! had under the Law, 
cc. Ler him be excommunicate rpſo fatle, The wnſonndneſs of 
which ground is manif-ſted in this Dialogue following, wherein 1s 
ſhewed their palpable ignorance, in that they know not the Myſtery 
of God ; and therefore have they made thu Canon im flattery to the 
King, only to ſupport their Pride and Cruelty ; For, if the King. 
dom or Land of I\tael, or Canaan now #nder the Gof þel, be an earth» 
ly Kingdom or Land, or lirael now a worldly or fleſhy lirael, as both 
were under the Law , Then we wonld confeſs there ſhould be an 
earthly King thereof : But if the Kingdom of Iirael new be nor 
earthly, but heavenly, Joh. 18, 36. and the Iſraelites now not of 
this world, Joh. 15. 19, Then the King thereof is not of this world, 
as they are not of this world, Joh, 17.16. And if theſe ſpirtinal 
Lords corfeſs that Chrift s King vow of the Land ard People of 
Iſrael, bur yer he bath left our Lord the King hu Deputy, to make 
ſuch Laws and Lords over the Church as pleaſerh hwy + the It ord 
of the Lord ts againſt them, Thece is but one Lord, ( 1 Cor,12. 5,) 
and one Law-giver (Jam. 4. 12. ) over his Church. Nay, b:s Me 
jeſty himſelf 1s againſt them, who ſaith, There is no carthly Mo- 
narch over the Church, whoſe word mult be a Law. And ſarh 
further, Chuilt is his Churches Monarch, and the holy Ghoſt his 
Deputy, ailedging Lnk, 22.25, The Kirgs of the Gentiles bear 
rule one over another, 8c. but it ſhall not be lo among you. Sy- 
i”g further, Chiilt when he alceaded, left rot Peter With them to 
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dire them in all truth, but promiſed to ſerd the holy Ghoſt to 
them for that ead, &c., If ary well be rcbelliou ngainſt the Word of 
the Lord hc em, yet let them wot be rebelligns a0anſt the word of the 
King. Oh t vet any thi would F7 Ia:1 with ihem to make then 
leave. off il fc cract Com j©s , of Þ T{ecutt1 # Poor for:ls tht defire 
truly to fear God, and ve moſt fbf Subjects to the King, and 
defire alſy the ſalvation of the ſouls of wWoſe thetr cruel Perſecttors, 
who do ſee, their utter undoing by all the fore named Perſecmtions, 
only becanſe they cannot of fauh offer up ſuch 34 o1ſſup ta Ged 4s theſe 
ſpreitre al Lords command ; ard the rather !et them !eave off perſe« 
CHI 5 ſeen the Kings 1a e/ty $ {4 C7 wleageth, It is a lure Rulc 
in Divinity, That God loves not to plant his Church by Violence 
and Bloouiſhed, Ad if it be a Law for all Chriſtians, T hat in ine 
different things one mnt vot vifend another, but the ſtrong bo forbeay 
rather than effend his weak brothey , otherwiſe he wounds the 
weak conlcience, and fins again(t Chrilt, x Cor. 8. 7 hen how mnch 
leſs hath any man power to be Lord over the weak conſcience, forcing 
it to pratliſe that it hath not f,uth in, bringing it thereby reno lic 
184 fD:lo »;dommatio ”, R 41M | 4. ie tg unlncd!y ark lt Arne 
ewe AAU, GH?) of ecithiy Manſtrates, Goi's blitſed Orlimaniee, o ud 
that all carihl; Artttonity ard Commana 4 "PErLATINS 3,10 them « (0f 
the I3z command what they n il, we T1 vl 7 # ent Op to 11 or Int 7 
por pun of Gods disþleaſtre, be'rdes therr prialhmie ut * But all nr: 
marrlh let Gigh algne with by K17ht, wl ich Ir jo be Lund and Law. 
mIOr OD tle ſoul, md not cornmund obc 41-11; e ft r G ot! wh. ho 
commandeth none. Aid this 1 on y that which we dave wet © 
m.11;:t6m pon the peral «f on ſouls, witch is nreater than bad;'s 
affliciion : nd only for the PI TTHIT OR AVC OC of {/ VII? s rh t h-c: tqh- Ado 
falſe Prophets aud Drecrvers (who by thu ry, ft are cloathed 1. ine 
apparrel, and fre delieror/ly every dry) labour to mils 8 odn18 [73 
the ears and ces of Privce and Porp'e, know og well that -if they 
had not power by Perſecuti 2 49 farce men ty dilenble to beiicte 
a they, therr krigdem and far wenld ſyou come 19 nevoht , the 
wachearrſs of whicn corre ts 61 COTA 112 14 25 17 FHEN'G fB.004NG, 

For the marner, berg Dralogte miſe, we tho: ht it the firtolf 5,1 
wor: Specls : Firſt, {or f 89; Aerftand's g of ite rmple, 19 Wi-007 
e(þccially Gaas Myfterres npperiain, more than tothe wiſe 6nd [71 
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The EPISTLE. 


dent of the world. Secondly, Becauſe all the Objeftions that we have 
met with, might be ſet down, and the plarnlier anſwered, Ard be- 
cauſe we have faith and aſſurance that many will ſee and ach:ow- 
ledge the unlawfulneſs of tyraxnizing over the Conſcience, by perſe* 
en:ing the bodies of ſuch as c:rnot be ſubjeit, We have alſo thought 
tr mect to manifeſt the fearful ejtite of (nch ſubjettion, that they 
may deliver their ſouls, if they will be ſaved : and alſo, have ſet 
down the beginning of that old ard geod *way, that John Baprilt, 
Chriſt Jeſus and his Apoliles, have left unto all that will be ſaved 
wnto the end of the World, B:ſeechmg that Almighty Worker, that 
he would work, in the Hearts ard Corſciences of men, that they ma 
erguiye for ut, and that out of the Scriptures, and walk. therein , 
then ſhall they find Reſt unto therr ſouls, alrhongh Afﬀitttions to 
their bodies, Oh it is time for the Lord to work, for they have de. 
ſtrozed his Law, ard have ſet up # mary Nations ſuch Worſhip 
for God 4s beit pleaſeth them that are #1: Arnutherity, ard have power 
to perſecute the contrary-minded. Let all God's People cry, How 
long, Lord ? when wilt thou come to deltroy Antichrilt's cruel King. 
dom, and eltabliſh Chriſt's meck and peaceable Kingdom ? eAs 
thor hait begun, even come Lord Feſu by the Spirzt of thy Mouth, 
ard the Brightneſs of thy Coming, even come quickly, Amen, 


By Chrilt's unworthy Wirneſſles, 


bis Majeltics faithful Subjeas. 
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The Judgment of the 01d-Nonconfarmiſts, againſt 
Conformity to the (hurch of England, 


Antichriſtian, 
V Hy come you not to Church ? 
Chriſtian. What ſhould I do there ? 

Antich, Worſhip God. 

Chr. 1 mult worſhip God as he requitech, and not as any mortal 
man requireth, 

Ant. True, but the Worſhip that we require you to offer up, # the 
Worſhip God requireth. 

Ch, 1t it be fo, I will with all willingneſs affent unto it ; but my 
conſcience mult be latisfied thereof by the Word of Truth, that I 
may have faith ina it, otherwiſe it is my grievous fin, Rom, 14. 23. 
For I may not believe it ſo to be, becauſe you afhrm it, 

Ant. Well, you muft goto Church, otherwiſe you are diſobeatext to 
the Law, and will fall under puniſhment, 

Ch, But (ill remember that you would have me worſhip God as 
you pretend, theretore le: us agree what Worſhip God requireth : 
Chrilt faith, Job, 4+ 24, God 1s & Spuret, and they that worſhip him, 
muſt worſhip him in Spirit and Truth, Here we ice what Worſhip 
God requiteth, #4, That we worſhip him with our Souls and Spt- 
rits, ard allo that we worſhip him according to the Truth of his 
Word : And therefore for your Book-worſhip, it ic were according 
to Truth, ( trom the which it 1s as far as light 1s from darkneſs) yer it 
| cam20t offer it up with my ſpirit, 1t is not acceptable ro God, but 
moſt abominadie, 

Ant. ll, you muſt come to Church, 

Ch, 1 pray let me ask you a Queſtion, Do you ſeek the Glory ct 
God, ard che Salvation of my Soul herein,or your owa Ovectence ? 

Azt, 


Im 


Ant, I ſec the Glory of Gad, F, Ml Salvation of your Soul, aud not 
my own Obedrence. 

Ch. Then manifeſt ir got by words oaly, but by deeds and cruth ; 
which if you do, you will not threaten me with puniſhment to cauſe me 
ro come, but with mecknels and patience fatisfhe my Conſcience by the 
Word of Truth, (for this is the duty of the Miniſter of Chriſt, 2 71m. 2. 
2.4, ) that I may come With a willing mind, fo ſhall 1 beaccepred, 
2 Cor, 8. 12. Pſal. 110. 3, For it by threatniog me with puniſhment, 
as Impriſonment, Baniſhment, or Death, you cauſe me to bring my 
body, and not my ſpirit or foul, ſo ſhall I come near to the Lord with 
my lips, whea my heart ſhall be far trom him, which he accounterh 
vain worſhip and hypocriſie, CALrr, 15, 

Ant, I perceive what you aim at, you would have none bronght to 
Church, but ſnch as come willingly of themſelves, ſo ſhould every man 
worſbip God as himſelf pleaſeth, | 

Ch. Your Concluſion I aim not at; for I acknowledge, that as there 
is but ove God, to there is but one way of worſhipping him, out of the 
which way, wholoever 1s, and repeateth not thereof, ſhall pay a dear 
price ; and cherefore it (fandeth all men upon, not to pleale themſelves 
in worſhipping of him. Bur you perceive aright thac I aim at this, That 
none ſhould be compelled to worſhip God, buc luch as come willingly ; 
for 1 will ( by Gods aftiltance) prove molt evidently by the Scriptures, 
that none ought, nor can be compelled ro worſhip God to acceptance, 
by any worldly meass whatlocver. 

Ant, Prove that. 

Ch, Well, I prove what I have aſhrmed, thus : Flt, Heb. x 1.6, 

Fithout Faith it 15 1mpoſſible to pleaſe God ; and, Rom 14, 23. 1hat- 
ſoever 1s not of Faith, ts jia Thele two Scriptures prove molt evident. 
ly, tha: whatſoever I have not Faith in,in worſhipping God, although i: 
were undoubtedly true, I may not ofter it up co God, tor it is diſpleating 
to him, and it is a f19 againlt him : As allo it appearerh plainly by him, 
that came unto the Kings Supper, and wanted his wedding garment, 
Alatth, 22, 

Ant, Ir is the Kigs Law that you mrſ# 99 to Church, and ther: for? 
you muſt be obe {ient, 

Ch, The iorenr of the Kings Law 1s not fo, 25 appearteth both by the 
Stature for the Oath ot Allegiance,and allo by bis Majcltics own words, 
manitelied in his Apo/ogre for the Oath of Allegiance, as 15 hereafter 

Þ 2 more 


more fully declared, For, if the Al of the Law were to make me 
come to Church to worſhip God, and noc of Faith, the intent of the 
Law were to compel me to fin, Which his Majeſty requireth nor. 

Ant, 1 deny not but whatſoever is not of Faith tis fin ; but we would 
have you come to Church to worſhip God in Fan. 

Ch- Ir is not ſo : you regard not whether I have Faith or no; for if 
you did, you would rot urge the Kings Law agairtt me, which is but a 
carnal weapon, and cannot beget Faith, and therefore is no ſure ground 
of Faith, For, in my obedience to God, I mult not preſume above that 
that is written, 1 Cor. 4.6, For, the Ford of God is the only ground 
ot Faith, Rom. 10, 17+ and therefore if you would have me come in 
Faith, you would only urge the Law of the King of kings againſt me. 

Ant. Have not all the Learned of the Land conſidered of theſe things, 
ard ſet them down ? Are ſuch ſimple men as you likely to ſee more than 
all theſe 7 

Ch, I demand of you whether they be not all ſubje& to erre, as all 
men are; and therefore I mult rry their ſpirits, whether they erre or 
no, 1 Foh. 4. 1, For I may not hold, either that they cannot erre, or 
chat it I find them to erze, I mult obey them notwithſtanding ; do you 
not herein teach me that Popiſh and accuried DoRtrine, that you in- 
veigh ſo much agairit in the Papilts, That I wrt believe as the Learned 
of the Land believe ? 

Aat, I do not held that they cannot erre. 

Ch. Yes, you hold either that they cannot erre, or, it they do erre, 
I mult obey them ; tor, if 1 do nor obey them, you threaten me wit}; 
puniſhmear. 

Ant, Nay, but I hold, that they being Learned do not erre, ard 
therefore you muſt obey them, 

Ch. Then this is your Argumert, The Learned do not erre,and there. 
fore mult be obeyed. The Biſhops and the relt of that rank are learned, 
and donor erre, and therefore they mult be obeyed Another Arguimen: 
as vain as this may de collected trom this ground : The Learned do 
not erre, and therefore muft be obeyed, The Pope and the reftt of tha: 
rank are learned, (yea, as learned as yours) and do not erre, and there. 
fore they mult be obeyed, The one is as true as the other, but both 
abominable. If yon prove, that they that want this Learning, mult no; 
meddle with the wayes of God but as thele learned men teach them, 
then indeed you lay lomethirg ; but it ycu cannot, as molt certain it 15 


you, 
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: 


i 


C 
you cannot, ( for the Word of God is againſt you herein) then for 
ſhame to God and men leave oft your cruel perſecuting ; For why do 
you periccute men that cannot in faich fubmir to your direction concern» 
ig the wayes of God, upon which conhifteth their Salvation, if the 
walk 1n the true way 'of Fanh With the love thereof, and their Con- 
demnation it they walk in a by-path? 

Art, Then 1 percerve if a man can plead that hz hath not Faith in 
any thing which the King commands, he need not to be obedient, 

(h, Weuld God all men could fee your dealing herein, This is your 
uſual courſe when your mouth is [topped by the power of Gods Word 
that you know not what to anſwer, then you run to the Kings Com- 
mand. and fo make your matters good, hike unto your predeceflors the 
wicked Scribes and Phariſees, who when our Lord and Maſter had (top- 
p:d their mouthes that they had no word of anſwer, then they fought 
co make him a trcipaſſer againſt Czlar , but I have learned in fome 
weak mealure, that as there 15 a Cxlar unto whom in conlcience I muſt 
be obedient, So there is another Kirg, , oxe JESUS, that is King of 
kings ; unto Whom if you will nor be obedient, in givizg wto God 
that which ts Gods, He will tear you in pieces, when there ſhall be noxe 
that can deliver you, and cat you into the Lake that burneth with fire 
and brimſt one for evermore, where there ſhall be no reſt day nor right - 
ard therefore agree with thu your adverſary quickly, whilſt you are in 
the way with him, 

The Power and Authority of the King is earthly, and God hath 
commanded me ro /ubmit to every Ordinance of man, 1 Pet, 2.1 3,14. 
and therefore I have faich to ſubmit to what Ordinance of Man ſoever 
the King commands, it it be an humane Ocdinance, and not againlt the 
manitelt Word of God, let him require what he will, I muſt in conſci- 
ence obey him, with my body, goods.and all that ] have : Bur my foul, 
wherewith I am to worſhip God, that belorgeth to another King, whoſe 
K 119 dom: 1s not of this World, Joh. 18,36. Whoſe People muſt come w1l- 
lmgly, Pial, x1 0.3, Bl voſe Weapons are no? carral, but ſprritual, 2 Cor. 
IC. 4. &Cc, 

Ant, I's this all the Anthority that you will pive zo the King ? 

Ch. VVhat Authority can any mortal man require mor?, than of 
body, goods, lite, and all that appertainech ro the outward man ? The 
vecrt God requireth, Prov. 23. 26, He commanded to give wnto Ceſar 
the thirgs that are Ciſars, and to Himſelf the things that are His, 


Luk. 


6 
Luk. 20: 25. Now if all the outward man be Czſars, and the inward 
man too, fo that he mult be obeyed in his own matters, and in God's 
matters alſo, then cell us what ſhall be given to God ? It you, or any 
man, will give him more Power or Authority than I give him, then you 
oive him more than his Majelty requireth, as ſhall be ſhewed. 

Ant. We do not ſay that the King can compel the ſoul, but only the 
outward man. 

Ch. It he cannot compel my foul, he cannot compel me to worſhip 
God, for God cannot be worſhipped without the foul, Joh, 4. 24. If 
you ſay he may _ me to offer up a worſhip only with my body, 
(for the {piric you confels he cannot compel) To whom ts that worſhip ? 
not to God, Then conſider you who they worſhip that are thus com- 
pelled, ({ay you by the King, ) Let it well be here obterved, that you 
make che King a commander of ſuch worſhip as is not to God, contrary 
to his Majzlties own mind, manitelt in Iis Writings, Bur chis you do, 
not to adyance Gods Glory, nor the Kings Honour, but your own 
curled kingdom of darkneſs, which you hold by flacery and talſhood, 
For, if this compelled worſhip (which is not ro God ) were taken away, 
then your kingdom would fall to Hell, trom whence it came; and there- 
fore all men may here ce it is ſupported only by wickednels, 

Ant; I confeſs the Kings Authorny i eartnly, but he is Head over 
the Church under Chriſt. 

Ch, God forbid that any mortal man ſhould (> equalize himlelf with 
Chriſt, who alone is Head of his Charch, au the Hutsband, is of the 
Wife, Eph. 5. 2 3. and hath Icft no Vice-gerent in that his Ofhce, tor he 
is never abſent trom his Church, Afar, 18. 25. and 28. 20, All tha: 
any mortal man can be, 1s to be a tubject of h13 Kingdom » tor there 1s 
but oze Lrrd, x Cor 12:5, andone Eawogiver, Jam, 3, 12, And that 
this is ſo, his Majeſty confirmech by ius own teltimony, in his Apolog 
for the Oath of Allegiance, pag. 46, 47, But as I well allow of the Hy- 
rarchy of the Church for diſti:ctiov of Orders, ( for ſo I underſtard it ) 
(o I utterly deny that there Is A”Y earthly Tſonarch thereof, wh, ſo word 
muſt be a Law, ard who cannit tie unbrs ſentence by a3 inf Uibili'y of 

irit : becauſe earthly Ki:gdoms mnt have earthly Monarchs, it doth 
not follow that the Church maſt have a viſible e Monarch too + For the 
World hath not one carthly temporal /Moaarch ; C briſt 1s bis Charches 
Monarch, and the Holy Ghoſt his Dep#ty, The Kings of the Gentiles 
reignover them but ye ſh.t!! not be ſo, Luk,22.25., Chriſ? dil 1197 Wa 
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before his Aſcenſion to leave Peter with them, to dirett ard inſtruft then 
1n all things ; but he promiſed to ſend the Holy Ghoſt unto them for that 
end. Thelc are his Highneſs own words, whereby it evidently appeareth 
his Majelly challengeth no ſupremacy over the Church, but labourerh 
to overthrow that abominable cxaltation of that Man of Sin in the KR 6» 
milh Profeſſion ; for Chrilt hath given no Supremacy in, or over his 
Church to any mortal man, but ex prefly commanded the contrary, as 
that place of Luke, mentioned by his Majeſty, plainly declareth. His 
Highneſs is fupream Head and Governour over all his Subje&ts Bodies 
and Goods within his Donnatons, and therein 1 deteſt and abhor all 
forreign Powers Whatſoever, 

But now for the thing in controverhe berwixt you and me, of com. 
pelli:.y men by Perlecurions to do fervice to God ( as is pretended ) 
wherein they have not Faith : it ſhall be manifeſt not ro be of God, in 
char Chriſt Jeſus himſelf, the oaly Lord and Law-giver co the ſoul, net 
ther had any juch Power and Authority, neither taught any ſuch thing 
to his Diſciples, bur the contrary. Firlt, Afar, 28. 18, 19. All Power 
is given me in Heaven and in Earth; Go therefore and teach all Na- 
tions. And 2 Cor. 10, 4. The weapons of our warfare are not carnal, 
but mighty through God, to caſt down ſtrong Holds, cc, Here we ſee 
Chrift hath no worldly power, nor worldly weapons, Secondly, He 
practiſed and taught the contrary. When the Samaritans would not re- 
ceive him going to Jeruſalem, Lnks 9, his Diſciples would have had 
Fire come down from Heaven and devoured them, but Chrift rebuked 
them, and ſaid, 7s know not of what ſpirit ye are of : for the Son of man 
us not come to deſtroy mens lives, but ro ſave them, And the Apcſtle by 
the Spirit of Chriſt, 2 T1m,2-24- commandeth the Servants of the Lord, 
not to ſtrive ; but to be gentle rowards all men, apt to teach, ſuffering 
the evil-men patiently , inſt rutting them with meekneſs that are con- 
trary-minded ; proving, if God at any time will give them repentance, 
that they may R&ow the truth, and come to amendment ont of the Devils 
—_ Cc. Thele Scriptures need no explanation for this molt evident 

ruth, 

Ant. Well, yet notwithitanding all this, it is manifeſt in the Scrip- 
twres, by the Example of the Apoſtle Peer ſmiting Ananias ard Saphira 
to death, Act. 5, and of the Apoſtle Paul ſtriking Elymas the Sorcerer 
blizd, AQt.1 3.11. and alſs by delivering Hymencus and Alexander wx 
to Sat an. for the deſtruttion of the fleſh ; that pumſhment upon the body 
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may be uſed, and the fleſh deft ed : "N if u: were lawful for them to 
ſmite to death, and the like, though by extraordinary means then it muſt 
be lawful for ms by ordinary means, ſince extraordinary means now fail : 
If you ſay it be not lawful for us, then you muſt ſay it was not liwful for 
them, and that were to accuſe them of laying a falſe foundation, which 
none fearing God will affirms. 

Ch. I due not once admit of fuch a thought, as to diſallow the truth 
of that Foundation which the Apoltles, as skiltull Maſter-builders, have 
laid : But for your Argument of Peters extraordinary ſmiting of Ana- 
nias and Saphira, he neither laid hand upon them, nor threarned them 
by word, only declared what ſhould befall them from God ; and 
therefore ſerveth nothing to your purpoſe. Alſo that of Paul to Elymas, 
he laid no hands upon him, but only declared the Lords hand upon him, 
and the judgment that ſhould follow, It you can fo pronounce, and it fo 
come to pals upon any, do it, and then it may be you may be accounted 
Malter-builders, and layers of a new foundation, or another Goſpel. 
And for the Apoltle Paul his delivering Hymeners and Alex ter unto 
Satan, 1 Tim. 1: 20, it was not by any zewporal {word or power, but 
even by the Power of our Lord Feſms Chriſt, in his Name, by the ſword 
of the Spirit, x Cor. 5. 4. And this was not extraordinary, but ordi- 
nary, to continue in all Churches to the end ; and not to deltroy the out- 
ward man, as you teach and praQtiſe , but to deſtroy thole lulitul afteRi- 
ons which dwell in the fleſh, that ſo the fleſh being mortified, the Spirit 
may be quickacd, and the Soul faved in the day of the Lord Jeſus, Ard 
whereas you lay, that as they did it by extraordinary means, lo you may 
do it by ordinary means : It you would ule only thole weapons which 
Chritt commanded his Diſciples to ule in this butinels, which are nor 
carnal, we would agrce with you herein ; Eutit your ordinary means 
be ſuch as Chriſt never had, nor any of his Dilctples, then it 1s a means 
of your own deviſing, for Chriſt hath all mcars whatſoever tor bringing 
men to the obedience of the Truth, 

Ant, Doth not Chriſt in the Parable teach, that he compellcd all to 
come mm? 

Ch, T demand of you, wherewith doth he compel them ? he hath 
n0 carnal weapons : Doth he not compel them by his Word, which is 
his two-edged Sword ? Heb,4.12, Rev.2.12, Doth be ſmite the Earth 
with any other weapons than by the breath of hs lips ? Nia, 11. 4. 

Ant, Well then, you ſee then compulſion may be uſed, 

Ch, Yes, 
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Ch, Yes, I confeſs to you ſuch compullion as much as you will, if 
when you have done you will walk in his ſteps, who when the Gade- 
rens prayed him to depart, he left them, and taught his Diſciples where 
they ſhould preach the Word of God, if they would nor receive them, 
that they ſhould ſhake off the duſt of their feet for a witneſs againſt them, 
CALat. 10, 14 Which accordingly they pratiſed, AF, x3. 51. and 
18.6. &c. He never taught them to pull the contrary-miaded out of 
their houſes, and put them in Priſons, to the undoing of them, their 
wives and children: This was Saw/'s courle when he was a Blaſphemer 
and Perſecutor, &c, AF, 9.1, cc. Chrilt taught his Diſciples to wait 
if at any time God would give the contrary-minded repentance, and not 
ro prevent their repentance by ſeeking their blood, 


Indifterent man, { have heard you all this while, and by that I bave 
heard, I ſee evidently that none onght to be compelled by any worldly 
means to worſhip God, neither can any be accepted in ſuch worſhip, mm 
that it is Spiritual Worſhip that he accepteth, 


Ch. Blefled be the Lord thar you fee it, I would not you only, but 
all men did fee that the {word of che Magiſtrate, and all aflitions pro- 
cceding therefrom, are only upon the ou:ward man, and connot convert 2 
ſoul from going aſtray, nor begert faith ; for, Faith comes by hearing the 
Word of God, Rom.10. 17, and theretore is no inftrument in this work, 
All chat the Magittrate can do, is to compel me to bring my body ; for, 
except there be a willing mind, which co man can lee, there 1s no ac- 
ceprance with God ; aad therefore it is not Gods Glory, nor my ac- 
ceptance with him they teck by forcing me, but meerly their own Obe- 
dience, to God's great diſhonour, and the deliruction of my foul, if 1 
ſhould ſo do- But it it would fuſhce them to bring my body to that 
they call cheir Church, and require of me no worſhip : I will go when 
they will, only not when their talſe worſhip is performed. For I abhor 
the accurſed DoQtine of the Famul:#s herein. 

Indif, Ir &s a lamentable thing to conſider how many thouſands in thi; 
Nation there be, that for fear of trouble ſubnut to things tn Relic 19% 
which they diſapprove of. 

Ch, Oh! whole eyes do not guſh out with tears 1n the conhderation 
thereof ? leeing in all that God is highly dilplealed,acd all thoſe are un- 
der the Judgments ot God everlaltingly, it chey repent nor, 

Ant. If zt were as you would have it, that all Keligions ſhawld be ſuf- 
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aw, 
fered, how dangerons world it be to the Kings Perſon and State? what 
Treacheries and Treaſons would be plotted ? 

Indif, Indeed that 1s a thing greatly to be ſufpetted : but if permiſ« 
ſion of all Religions could be cleared in that, there ts no queſtion but it 
might prevail with the King and State. 

Ch. If it be not cleared of that, then let all men abhor it. Ir is the 
Commandment of him, who is the God, not of con fu/ion, but of Peace 
and Order, and therefore to be obeyed, Mat.1z. 30. Ler the good and 
bad grow together unto the end of the world ; Suffering the contrary- 
minded patiently, proving, if God at any time will grve them repent ance 
that they may acknowledge the Truth, ee, Firſt, tor all thoſe that ſeek 
and practiſe in themſelves Retormartion in Religion, Satan himlelf cannot 
task them with the lealt jor of Treachery : And for the Paprſts, may ir 
not juſtly be ſuſpeRed that one chiet cauſe of all their Treaſons hath 
been becauſe of all the Compulſions that have been uſed againſt their 
Conſciences, in compelling them to the Worſhip praRiſed in publick, 
according to the Law of this Land ; which being taken away, there is 
no doubt but they would be much more peaccable ; as we ce ir yeri- 
fied in divers other Nations, where no ſuch Compulhon is uſed : for, if 
they might have freedom in their Religion, unto their faithlul Allegiance 
to the King, the fear of the Kings Laws, and their own Proſperity and 
Peace, would make them live more inoftenhvely in that reſpeR, 

Indif, Only the Papilts are dangeroms, in thet ſome of them hold,That 
the Kings and Princes that be Excommunicated by the Pope, may be ac. 
poſed or murdered by their Subjetts, or any other, 

Cb, For that damnable and accuried Dottrine, as we abhor it with 
our ſouls, ſo we defire all other may : and therefore all the Laws that 
can be made for the prevention of ſuch execrable praQtices are molt re- 
ceflary, But now I defite all men to lee, that the Biſhops and we julily 
cry out againſt this accuried doctrine and practice in the Pope and his 
aſſociates, That Princes ſhould be murdered by their Subjects for con- 
trary-mindednels in Religion, yer they teach the Kirg co murder his 
Subjects for the (elt- lame thing, v:z, tor being contrary-minded to them 
in their Religion, So hkewile, as that accurted doctiine is to be abhor- 
red in the Paprits,who teach Subjefts not to be obedicat ro their Princes 
that are excommunicated by the Pope : even fo is that accurſed doctrine 
ot the Biſhops to be abhorred, who teach Princes not to protect their 
SubjeRts that are excommunicated by them, in nor aftordirg them either 
Lay 
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Law or Juftice,nor to bear Teſtimony in any Court, Do not the Biſhops 
herein jultifie this accurled doRtine and praRtice in the Paprſts ? 

Ant, There us a preat difference in the perſons, for the one are Prin. 
ces, the ather Sub;eits ; and Subjetts muſt be obedient. 

Ch, Molt true it is 3 bur is it not allo true, that Princes mult afford all 
cheir SubjeQts Juſtice ard Equity, although they be as Heathens and 
Publicans ? For, if Princes be freed from dolng Right and Juſtice, and 
proteQting their SubjeAs that be excommunicated, why are not Sub- 
zeQs allo freed from SubjeRion and Allegiance to their Princes, being 
excommunicated, it Excommunication be Chriſt's Law to all alike thar 
will be aved, without reſpect of perions ? And allo, Is not that Law of 
Chrilt herein to be obſerved, That whatſoever ye would men ſhould do 
unto you, even ſo do ye unto them? Mut.7.,12. And therefore, as Prin- 
ces would that all their Subje&s ſhould be faichfull and obedient unto 
them ; {o ought Princes to be jult and equal to all their SubjeAs, in 
maintaining them in every jult and equa] cauſe between man and man : 
For, For this canſe ( not for Religion ) faith the Apolile, the Saints at 
Rome payed Tribute to Ceſar their Heathen Prince, who was againſt 
them in Religion, Shall they not eſcape Damnation for this accurſed 
doErine and praQice, and think ye you ſhall ? Thos 19at judgeſt ano. 
ther, judgeſt thou vot thy ſelf ? By this it may appear, as allo by ex. 
ceeding many other doQrines aud practices, how near you are to that 
bloody (piritua] power, what pretences to the contrary loever you make, 

Ant. It were a limentable thing rf that bloody Religion ſhauld be 
prattiſed again m thu Nation, 

Ch. I acknowledge it a bloody Religion, bu: God hath calt down 
the Power thereof in this Kingdem, bleiled be his Name : but T would 
you could ſce your own cruel bloody Religion ; Bur that God of his 
mercy hath reltrained it by the Kirgs Majelly (who thirlteth not after 
blood) How many, only tor leeking Reformation in Rehygion, have been 
put to death by your Power in the dayes of Qu, F/;4.1b:th ? and how 
many, both then and fince, have been contumed to death in Prilons ? 
Yea, fince that cruel ſpiritual Power hath been fer up, hath not Hang- 
mg, Lurning, Exile, Impriſonments, and all manner of contempt been 
uled, and all tor Rel;gzon ? (although fome tor grievous Errours ) and 
yet you {ce not this to be a bloody Religion, Further, You cry out of 
their bloody Cruelty ; the reaſon is, becaule you will not be of their Re» 
Iigion ; And when you have done, your ſelves are molt bloody and 

2 cruel 


— or — 


I2 
cruel (ſo far as is in your power ) Yet we, and all men will nor not 
be of your Religion. 
» Ant. If men hold Errors, and will not obey the Truth, do they nat fin 
againit God, ard deſerve puniſhment ? 

Ch, Yes, ſuch deſerve puniſhment, but God hath appointed their 
puniſhment, and the time thereof. Their puniſhment, Rom. 2.8, 9. To 
them that are contentions, and diſobey the Trmth, ard obey unrighteouſe 
meſs, ſhall be Indignation and Wrath, Tribulation and Angniſh (hall be 
pon the ſoul of every one that doth evil, Mark 16, 16, He that will 
wot believe, fhall be damned, 2 Thel, 1.8. 1n flaming fire, rendring 
Vengeance unto them that know not God, and obey not the Gosþel of our 
Lord Jeſus (hrift ; which ſhall be puniſhed with everlaſting perdition 
from the Preſence of the Lord, and the Glory of hus Power. The time 
thereof is mentioned in the laſt recited place, ver, 7, When the Lord 
Jeſws ſhail ſhew Himſelf from Heaven with his mighty Angels, And 
'Rom- 2.5. The day of Wrath, And ver. 16. At that day when God 
(hall jndge the ſecrets of men by Feſms Chriſt, And Mat, x3. 40, 41. 
Art the end of this World the Son of man ſhall ſend forth bus Angels, 
and they ſhall gather out of his Kingdom all things that offend, and then: 
that do iniquity, and ſhall caſt them #nto a furnace of Fire, ec, Here is 
ſhewed the Puniſher , the Puniſhment, and che Time thereof, This 
Puniſher hath commanded you to wait for their repentance ( by his own 
example) which is in his hands to give them ; and not to cut them cR; 
and ſend them to Hell, as you teach and practiſe, which is contrary to 
God, who zs patient towards mockers, which walk, after their own lufts. 
2 Pet. 3. 3. Becauſe he wonld have n2 man to periſh, but wonld that all 
men whatſoever (hould come to repemtarce. But you ( contrary to Him ) 
uſe all means you can to cut men off that they might periſh, in that you 
ſeek to defiroy their bodies whillt they remain in their errors. 

Ant. I confeſs that Gsd commandeth (Matth.1 .) that the good and 
bad muſt grow together unto the end of the World, but that 1s 1% the 
Church, 

Ch, Well, if that be the true expoſition, I pray you why do you ther 
EXCOmmunicate any out of your Church, contrary to your own ack:10w- 
ledoment ? And here ler all men take notice, that by this Expolition you 
overthrow your own Excommunication quite, and accule Chrilt tor 
giving a Rule, Afar. 18, and thc Apoſtle Paul, and the Church ot C'o- 
rh tor pratifing that Rule, 1 Cor, 5. ia caſting out of the Church : 
Fot 
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For you ſay, all muſt grow together 4 the end in the Church : But the 
Expolition of the Law-giver himſelt is againſt you, that the Field is the 
World, ver.z8. Yet in that you conteſs that the Wicked and the Godly 
mult be let alone in the Church unto the end, then much more in the 
World unto the end : For, if the Wicked pollute not the Church, ſure it 
is they pollute nor the World, This then you are commanded unto ver, 
29, 30. Nay, gather them not, let them grow together unto the end of 
the 3 orld. 

Ant, Let them come to (hurch, and they ſhall grow together unto 
the end. 

Ch. Indeed IT think ſo. Hereby you manitelt you regard not how 
wicked ar.d ungodly men be; ſo they come to your Church, you will 
not delizoy them, though they remain in their abominable luſts : bur if 
they will aot come to your Church, ler them be Wheat or Tares, you 
will gather them, and ( as much as in you is) fend them to burning, 
Herein all men may lee, as I (aid before, that you ſeek your own Glory 
and Obedicnce, and not Gods , and fo exalt your ſelves above God, 
2 The], 2. 

4s well, I bleſs God, I ſee this as clearly as the Sun ſhining in his 
brightneſs, That it ts to fight agaivſt God to compel any, contrary to their 
con ſciences, to perform any ſervice unto Hin, in that there are ſo many 
places of Scripture commanding the contravy, 

Ch, The whole New Teltament throughout in all the DoAtines and 
PraRtices of Chriſt and his Diſciples, teach no ſuch thing as compelling 
men by Perſecutions and Afflictions to obey the Golpel, but the direc 
contrary, viz, to lufter at the hands of the wicked ; when they were 
perſecuted for Righteouſneſs ſake, to ſuffer it ; when the unbelievers and 
wicked cſc them, to bleſs, and pray for therr repentance, and that God 
world forgrove them, and never lay theſe ſins to therr charge, as our Sa. 
viour, Leke 23, 34. Stephen, AR, 7. Go, and the ret d1d, And for 2 
concluſion of this point, that your Faith may be full herein, conſider, tha: 
we are to watt for the Jews Converſion, and not to deliroy them. 

Iodif. Ir & tre, that might give all men ſatrsf ation in theſe things. 

Ch. Ohyes, if men had any regard of God or his Word, they would 
aever deal more in this thing : the Loid, we tee, Rom. 11. bath pro- 
miſled, T hat when the fulnels of the Geatiles is come ia, the Jews ſhall 
be converted. Now if the Jews, who are ſuch fearful Blaiphemers ot 
Chrilt and his Goſpel, that contemn him and his Teftameat with all 
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deſpite, if their Converſion mult be ) kad for, that they may not be 
deſtroyed from off the face of the Earth, then who may not lee ( if they 
(hur nor their eyes) that the Converſion of all is co be waited for ? and, 
tharno man for blaſpheming Chriſt and his Goſpel may be deliroycd, 
or afflited by "Se prom. Death, or any Calamity whatſoever, 

Indif. Is ts not to be gain-ſayed with any ſhew of truth. I would God 
the Kings Majeſty wonld couſider of this point, ſeeing that the cruel 
Biſhops, by uſing his Power, commit ſuch ſin agamſt God in this thing, 
both in perſecuting them that cannot in faith yeeld, and alſo in forcing 
them that do yeeld, contrary to their conſciences, to ſin agamſt God, and 
to periſh, if they repent not, 

Ch. I am perſwaded, that if his Highnels did but once well weigh 
and conſider it, he would never ſuffer ſuch high iniquity to be committed 
againli God, contrary to his expreſs Commandment, and all co be done 
by the King's Power, for nothing have they elſe to dear them out, The 
Lord perſwade the hearts of his Majelty and his poſterity unto it, ſeeing 
his Throne is eſtabliſhed by him, that he and his Polterity may ht and 
reign over theſe Nations and Kingdoms, till Jelus Chrilt the Commander 
of thele things, come in his Glory to recompence every man according 
to his works, without reſpe&t of perſons. 

Ant, If wicked Malefatlors ſhould be let alone to the end of the 
World, then where 1s the Magiſtrates Sword? it 1s of no force if evil 
men may not be cut off. 

Ch, 1 acknowledge unfeignedly, that God hath given co Magiſtrates 
a Sword to cut off wicked men, and to reward the well-doers, Rom. 13. 
But this Miniltry is a worldly Miriltry, their Sword is a worldly Sword, 
cheir puniſhments can excend no turther than the outward man ; they can 
but kr#f the body, Luke 12. 4. And therefore this Miniliry and Sword 
is appointed only to puniſh the breach of worldly Ordinances, which is 
all chat God hath given to any mortal man to puniſh. The King may 
make Laws for the tafety and good of his Perſon, State, and SubjeRts, 
againſt the which whoſoever 1s diſloyal or difobedient, he may diſpoſe 
ot them at his pleaſure , the Lord hath given him this Sword and Au- 
_— fore-leeing in his Eternal Wiſdom, chart if this his Ordinance of 
Magiltracy were not, there would be nc living for men in the world, ard 
—_ for the Godly ; and therefore the Godly have particular caule 
to glorifie God for this his bleſſed Ordinance of Magiltracy, and to re- 


eard it With all reverence, 
But 
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Bur now, the breach of Chriſts Laws, of the which we all this while 
ſpeak, which is the thing only I land upon ; His Kingdom is ſpiritual, 
his Laws {piritual, the Tranſgrefiions ſpiricual, the Puniſhment ſpirirua]; 
everlalting Death of Soul ; his Sword piritual : no carval or worldly 
weapor' is given to the ſupportation of his Kingdom, nor to puniſh the 
Tranſzreflors of the Laws of this Kingdom : The Law-giver himſelf 
hath commanded that the Tranſgreflors of chele Laws (Ferld be let alone 
wii] the barveſt ; becaule he knows, they that are now T ares, may 
hereafter come to repentance, and become Wheat : they that are now 
Blaſphemers, Perſecutors and Oppreſſors, as Paw! Was, may by the power 
of Gods Word become Faithful, and a fauhful Witneſs, as he was : 
They that are now Fornicators, Cc. as lome of the Corinthians once 
were, 1 Cor.6, 9. may hereafter become waſhed, clenſed, and ſan{ti. 
fied, as they were : They that are now »9 People, nor under Mercy, as 
the Saints lometimes were, 1/Per.2, 10, may hereafter become the Peg 
ple of God, axd obtain Mercy, as they did : All come not at the firſt 
her, lome come not till the eleventh honr ; it thoſe that come not till 
the lalt hour ſhould be deltroyed, becauſe they came not at the firlt hour, 
then ſhould they never come, bur be prevented. 

Ant, Were not Blaiþbemers put to death in time of the Law ? Lev, 
24-11. CC, 

Ch. Yes, an 1ſraelite blaſpheming the Lord, or doing any thing pre- 
ſumptuouſly, Which was Blaſphemy, Nzmb. 15. 30, no Sacrifice was 
to be offered for him : But would you from hence have the Kings Ma- 
jelly pur all- his SubjeQts to death chat contemn the Truth of Chrilt ? 
It yea, ſee what will tollow, All Papilts ought to be put to death, who 
are dire& Blaſphemers, Kew, 16, 10,11. When the Vial of Gods Wrath 
was poxred upon the Throne of the Beaſt, ( which all England confels 
is meaat the Popiſh Power ) they b/afþhemed the God of Heaven,cc. 
All the Jews, that ſpeak many things blaſphemouſly againſt Chriſt, 
ougnt to be put to death : Yea, of what Protefſion focyer he be, doing 
any thing preſumptuouſly againſt Chriſt, ought to be put to death by 
your Afhtmation ; no Sacrifhce to be offered, no Repencance to be ad. 
mitted, dye he mult under two or three Wicnefles, Bur that this is molt 
talſe, Chrilt and his Apofiles in his Teſtament do manifclily declare, a3 
is betore ſhewed, Was not Pant a Blaiphemer ? yer received to mercy. 
Bur this the holy Ghoſt ceacheth from Blaſphemy under the Law, Heb, 
30.28, He that deſpiſed Moſes Law, dicd withoit mercy, under on or 
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three Witneſſes : Of how much ſorcr Sn ſuppoſe ye, ſhall he be 
thowg ht worthy, that treadeth under foot the Son of God, and counteth 
the Blood of the Teſtament as an unholy thing, wherewith he was ſanit;« 
fied, and doth deſpite to the Spirit of Grace ? ipeaking of iuch as had 
received and acknowledged the Truth, ver. 26. This is now the due 
proportion, an /ſraelite according to the fleſh, in the time of the Law 
prelumptuouſly finning againlt Gods Commandment, by his Command 
mult die by the worldly Sword, no Sacrifice was to be offered for him 
So in the New Teltament,or time of the cn a ſpiritual /ſraelite ac- 
cording to the Faith, conremptuouſly or deſpitefully finning againſt 
Chriſts Commands, which he hath formerly acknowledged, deſpiting 
and contemning them, by his Command mult die by the ſpiritual Sword, 
no repentance to be admitted, ſeeing he crucifieth again to himſelf the 
Son of God, and makgs a mack of him, Heb.6.6. David and Peter came 
not within this compaſs ; though they finned of knowledge, yet they 
did it not contemptuouſly or deſpitefully, but through frailty. It an 1/. 
raelite under the Law did ought through rgnorance, as Nrmmb. 15, or 
through frailty, as Levit, 6. there was Sacrifice for him : So under the 
Goſpel, an 1ſraelite doing ought through ignotance, or through trailty, 
as Peter and Barnabas, with the relt of the Jews, mentioned Gal, 2. or 
the Inceſtuous Perſon, x Cory, there is Repentange for him. 'This is 
it that confounds all crue Religion ; That becauſe ic was fo in the time 
of the Law, therefore ir may be {o in the time of the Goſpel : by which 
reaſon men might ſer up as truly the whole Law, as ſome part, and ut. 
terly abolifh Chriſt, I pray you ſeriouſly confider what is here ſaid. 

Ant. Hath net the King the ſame Power that the Kings of Iſrael 
had, who compelled men to the obſervation of the Law of God ? 

Ch. Firſt, I anſwer you : Thar the Kings of /ſr.ze/ had never power 
from God to let up any thing in or for che the ſervice of God, but that 
only which was commanded by God, Dewr. 4,2. no, not lo much as 
the manner of any Law, N4n,b- 15.16. and 9. 14. and therefore this 
will not ſerve your purpoſe, that Kings may ſet up within their Domini- 
ons {uch ſpiritual Lords and Laws for the (erving of God ; no, nor the 
manner thereof, as may belt pleale themſelves, under what pretence ſo» 
ever ; thereby making God tor his Worſhip ſubjeR to their pleaſures, 
And his Majelty acknowledgeth that Chriſts Church after the eſtabliſh. 
mg of it by miracles in the primitive time, was ever after to be governed 
with;n the limits of bis revealed will. Speech at Parliam, Amno 1609, 

Secondly, 
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Secondly, the Kings of 1/-ae! might compel mea to the Sacrifices and 
Ordinances of the Old Tellament, all which were carnal, and purged 
not the conſcience, Heb, 9, 9, 10. as Circumciſion, the Paſleover, &c. 
But no mortal man, whatſoever he be, can compel any man to offer the 
Sacrifices of the New Teltament, which are ſpiricual, and purge the 
conſcience, ex:ept he can beger Faith in him, and conyert his Fon, The 
Ordinances of the Old Teſtament were to be performed by che polterity 
of Abraham according to the fleſh, that thereby they might be raughe 
Chriſt : but the Ordinances of the New Teſtament are to be performed 
only by the polteriry of Abraham according to Faith, that have learned 
Chriſt, and have put on Chriſt, and ſo having Him, all things elſe ap- 
pertain wnto them, But one thing I demand of you, Who now is 
King of 1ſrae/? 

Ant, I confeſs ({ H RIST « King of Iirael, 

Ch, Yes, CHRIST alone is King ot /ſrael, that firs upon Duwids 
Throne, and therefore mark the true proportion - In the time of the 
Old Teſtament the Kings of /ſrae! had power from God to compel all 
to the Ordinances of God, or to cut them off by their Sword from the 
earthly Land of Canaan, and the Promiſes thereof : So in the New Te- 
{fament the King of Iſrael, Chrilt Jelus, hath power from the Father to 
compel all to the Ordinances of God, or to cut them off by his Sword 
from thc heavenly Land of Canaan,and the Promiſes thereof, The K ings 
of Iſrael only had this power «der the Law, and the K ing of Iſrael 
only hath this power under the Gofpecl > And therefore whoſoever will 
challenge this power under the Golpel, he mult be the King of /ſrael in 
the time of the Goſpel, which is peculiar orly to Jeſus Chriſt, unro whom 
all Power in Heaven and Earth is given. 

And let it be here well obſerved, that by this opinion of yours you 
make the Kingdom and Ordinances of /ſrae/ under the Law, and the 
Kingdom & Ordinances of [ſr.zel under the Goſpel all one; direaly con- 


 trary to the whole Scripture : for the Kingdom and O:dinances of 1ſr.ze/ 


under the Law were of this world, but the Kingdom and Ordinances ot 
Iſrael under the Goſpel are not of this world, as Chriſt the King there- 
of himſelf reſtifieth, John 28. And therefore you letting up a worldly 
King over this Heavenly Kingdom ard Ordinances, you and all of your 
Protefſion declare your ſelves to be of that worldly kingdom, and fo to 
look for that Heavenly and Spiritual King yet to come in the fleſh; being 


of the number of thoſe that deny Him to be come 11 the fleſh, and fo 
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are Deceivers and Antichrilts, whatſoever you ſay to the contrary, 

Ant. well, yet I canot ſee, bat that as the Kings of I{iael had power 
from God to compel all their Subjetts to the Worſhip then appointed , fo 
the King, being a Chriſtian King, hath power to- compel bis Subjglts to 
the Worſhip now appointed. 

Ch. You may ſee, if you ſhut not your eyes, that what power the K;xgs 
of Iſrael! had under che Law in matters of Religion, Chrilt Telus the 
King of Iſrael hath vader the Goſpel : bur I prayer me ask you this 
Queſtion, you ſay the Kings Majetty hath this power as he is a Chrj- 
ſtian King : my Queſtion is, Whether it appertaia unto him as he is a 
King, or as he is a Chriitsan ?. 

Ant, Neither ſimply as he 1s a King, nor as he 1s a Chriſtian, but 
Joyntly as he 1s compleat m them both : for I grant that no Heathen 
King hath power to compel in matters of Re/1gion, but a Chriſtian King 
bath. 

Ch, Then you confeſs that it a Chriſtian K;ng may be deprived of 
his Chriſtianity, (for of his Kingdom or Kingly Power,or any pact there 
of, I affirm he may not be deprived ) he hath Joſt this | —_ you plead 
for, in compelling men in matters of Religion : What fy you to this ? 

Ant, 1 confeſs if be may be deprived of his Chriſtianity, he bath not 
this power 1 plead for. 

Ch. Then I demand this Queſtion, Whether every Chriſtan, without 
xeipeR of perſons, ought nor to be lubzeR to Chrilts Laws for his Sal- 
vation ? 

Ant. Yes, it cannot be denyed, 

Ch. Chriſt hath given his cenſure, Excommunication, for the Salva» 
tion of every Chriftan, The: he that will zot bear the Church, is tobe 
as a Heathen «nd a Publican , that 1s, hath Jalt all rightand cule in 
Chuilt, and ia his Church, till he repent. Now I know it cannot be de 
nyed, bnt every Chrittian whatſorver is ſubjeRt to (in, and ſo to Excom- 
munication, to be as an Heathen, &c, If you fay, that Kings ether are 
not ſubje& to ſin, and to impenirency therein, and to not to this cenſure of 
Chriſt, of Excommunication for their umpenicent fin, then conſider what 
you make them, and God yow make 4 yer, It you grant { as you cannot 
deny) that Kings as well as others, ate ſubjeR co impenitenc fin, and fo 
to Excommunication for the ſame ; then they being deprived of their 
Chrillianty, by your own confeſſion, they are deprived. of power to 
compel in matters of Religion, the which, uf it were any part of their 
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Kingly Power, they might be deprived of a part of their Kingly Powey 
by being excommunicated, Conhider what a wicked doQtine you teach 
hercin. 

Ant. Doth wot the Prophet ſay,That Kings ſhall be Nurſing Fathers, 
and. Queens Nur ing. Mothers to the Church ? And alſo it is ſaid, that 
Kings (hall hate the Whore, make her deſolate, eat her fleſb, and buyn it 
web re, Where we (ce, that Kings that have power and authority (hall 
deſtroy Antichriſts Kingdom, and nouriſh and cheriſh Chriſts Kingdom. 

Ch, Moſt true it is, the Lord hath ſpoken it, and therefore it ought to 
be a greac comfort to Gods People :; but what is this to the purpoſe in 
hand, namely, That Kings may perlecute the contrary-minded. The 
words of the Pcophert 1ſaiah prove, that Kings and Queens that have 
formerly perſecuted and deſtroyed the Church, their hearts ſhall be 
turned by _—_ of Gods Word, to be lovers and preſervers of the 
Church, And the other place, Rev. 17. 16, proves, that Kwgs ſhall 
make that Whore deſolate, &c, not by their temporal Authority or 
Sword (as ſome ſay, that make more ſhew of Religion than you do, al- 
though themſelves be now perſecuted, yer, it Kings were of their minds, 
would be as cruel as you, for they maintain the fame thiog) but by the 
Spirit of the Lords month, and the Brightneſs of his coming, 2 Thefl.2. 8. 
For this kingdom of Antichtiſt ſhall be deliroyed wichour hand, Dan,$ 
25. only by the Everlaſting Goipel, the rrue Armonr indeed, wherewit), 
the witneſſes fight againſt the Antichriſt. As the Kings Majelty ac. 
knowledgeth, Apol. pag. 93. 

Ant, Tou are ſo ſtiff againſt uſing of outward weapons in Church. mat- 
ters, Did not our Saviowr make a Whip of ſmall cords, and whip the 
Buyers and Sellers out of the Temyle ? And why may not we follow hi: 
example ? 

(h. 1n this and many other ations of Chrilt our Saviour, we are to 
conſider him as the tulfiller and ender of the Law ; as in the a&tion of 
the Paſſover, and ſending him that was clexſed of hu Leproſie, to offer to 
the Prieſt the gift that Moſes commanded ; in which things we are 
not to imitate him ; for by him the Ceremonies are fulfilled and abo- 
liſhed, and the everlaſting Goſpel eſtabliſhed, in the which we are to 
walk : and it were more than fooliſh to reaſon thus : Chriſt whipped 
wicked mes out of Gods Temple made with hands, with whips made 
ot cord ; therfore we may whip wicked men out of Gods Temple made 
Without hands, with whips made of cord. There is a wholſom dotrine 
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to be colleed from the Type to yo Yuth, as thus : Chriſt drove ont 
wicked men out of the Temple made with hands, by a carnal or world- 
ly whip ; So Chriſt ( by his People ) mult drive wicked men out of the 
Temple made without hands, by a Spiritual whip, even his Word, 
which is called a Whip or Roa, Rey, 2 27. and Pſal. 2. 9. So is Ex- 
communication, 1 Cor, 4. 21. h 

Ant, If freedom of Religion ſhould be granted, there would be ſuch 
Diviſions as would breed Sedition and Innovaſion in the State, 

Ch- Thus when your ſhews our of the Scripture are anſwered, then 
you run to conceits and imaginations, of Sedition, Innovalion, and the' 
like, thinking thereby to difſwade Princes, and all chac are in authority 
therefrom, knowing elſe your kingdom of iniquity would fall. But that 
ic may appear to all that you deal deceitfully herein, let us conſider firſt 
the Scriptures; ſecondly, behold the ſuccels,of ſuffering of Religion free 
ia other Countries. And firft, Chriſt our Saviour ( who & that Prence 
of Peace, lia, 9. 6. not of Sedition) hath taught, Mat.1o, and Luk, 12, 
That he came not to ſend Peace on the earth, but Debate ; to drvide 
five in one houſe, two againit three, and three againſt two; the father 
agamſt the ſon, 5c, And a mans enemies ſhall be they of his own houſ- 
held: And his dehire is, that the fire of luch Sedition ſhould be kindled, 
Where we lee, this Prince of Peace putteth difterence ia Religion by 
preaching his Geſpel, which ſome receive as the favour of life unto them, 
others retuſe ic, and fo become enemies unto the Truth, and witneſles 
thereof, as they did to Chrilt Jeſus himlelf and his Diſciples, and as you 
do to me and others. Secondly, behold the Nations where freedom of 
Religion is permitted, and you may ſee there are not more flouriſhing 
and proſperous Nations under the Heavens than they are. 

Indif. The Convocation of B:ſhops, and the reſt, have made a Canon, 
That whoſoever ſhall affirm that the Kings Majeſty hath not the ſame 
power in Cauſes Eccleſiaſtical under the Gefpel, that the godly Kings of 
Iſrael had under the Law, let him be excommunicated, \plo fatto. 

Ch, Yes, they have ſo. In the beginning of his Majeſties Reign, 
when they had gotten him ſure unto them, ot the which they ſo much 
doubred, as with my own cars I heard ſome of their chief followers ſay, 
when his Highneſs was coming into England - Now muſt Steeples down, 
and we ſhall have v0 more High Commſſion ! (with a lamentation they 
ſpake it) then they made this Canon ; becauſe their conſciences are con. 
viaced, that they and only by his Power , and if his hand be turned. 
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their ſpiricual power of darknels falleth to the pit of darkneſs, from 
whence it came, and whither it muſt go, though there be never ſo much 
means uſed for the ſupporting of it ; tor the firong Lord hath ſpoken ir, 
Revel.18. As for their ſending men to Hell (as they ſuppoſe ) With their 
ipſ» fatto Excommunications ; if they had no (ironger weapons for the 
upporcting of cheir kingdom, it would (iand but a ſhort ſpace. If Iſrael 
nov vere of this world, as it was under the Law, then they ſaid ſome- 
thing ; but if it be nor of this world, as it is act, Jobs 17, 14. then the 
King of 1ſrael is nor of this wotld ; tor when this King;came, the world- 
ly /ſrael knew him not, , $520 8g 

Indif, 1 ſee evidently, that all are but cavels, and that no mortal 
man can make any man offer Sacrifices under the New Teſtament, until 
he be a Believer and converted ; for he muſt be in Chriſt before he may 
offer Sarrifices ; for in ( hriſt only the Father accepteth us. But what ſay 
on, Have they not power to compel men to come to the place where the 
Word ts publickly taught, that they may be converted ? | 

Ch. Well, then you fee that the example of the Kings of /ſ-ae! (who 
had power to compel them to Sacrifice, or to cut them oft) applyed to 
earthly Princes, is gone, as a meer doctrine of man, and not of God, . 
And for compelling men to hear, that- they may be converted 5 we can 
learn of no better than of Him, who if we hear not we ſhall have a dread- 
tull recompence. He had all power in Heaven and in Earth for convert. 
ing ſouls given unto him, and ſent bus Diſciples, as bis Father ſent him, 
Joh.20.21, charging them that when they ſhould come into a wy wy 
if they would not receive them nor their Word, ro ſhake off the dult of 
therr feet for a witneſs againſt them, ſaying, it ſhould be eaſier for $o- 
dom and Gomorrah n the day of Judgment than for that City or houſe, 
And lo the Apoſtles went from City to City accordingly. Here were 
no Temples made with hands, nor worldly power to compel all to come 
unto them to hear the Word of the Lord, but they were commanded tg 
oo from City to City, and from houle to houſe. 

Indif, [n thoſe dayes the Magiſtrates were Unbelieverr, but the 

weſtion 15 where Magiſtrates are Believers, | 

Ch. Chriſt had all pewer needtul for that work : if Magiltracy were 
2 power needtyl for that work, then Chrilt had not all power ; Magi. 
liracy is Gods bleſſed Ordinance in ics right place, but let not us be witer 
than God to deyiſe him a means for the publiſhing of his Goſpel, which 


He that had all power had nor, nor hath commanded, Magiltracy is a 
power 
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power of this world ; the Kingdom, Power, SubjeRts and means of 
publiſhing the Goſpel are nor of this world. 

Ant. A goodly thing indeed that men muſt go about the Conntyy to 

ch, 

Ch. In your eſtimation it is baſe and contemprible, your Pomp and 
Pride Will not bear this; it is more eahe for you to hunt after Promo» 
tion till you come to the highelt, in gerting to be chiet Biſhop of Bi- 
ſhops within theſe Dominions, and then cometh your fall, full low, if 
you repeat not : But the wiſdom of God hath appointed the chiefeſt Of- 
ficers of Chrilts Kingdom, even the Apoſtles, thus baſely ro go up and 
down to and fro to preach the Goſpel ; yea, that worthy Apolile Pan/ 
preached this Goſpel »ght and day with many tears openly and throwgh- 
ont everyhouſe, AR. 20, 

Iodif, But if this be thuu, as for my own part 1 am fully perſwaded it 
3, then I ſee the High Commiſſion cannot ſtand ; for, as I take it, it 
only for Cauſes Eccleſiaftical. 

Ch. So far as it is over Church-matters, it is moſt uclawful : for the 
Commiſlion for judging and puniſhing of the tranſgreſſors of the Laws 
- of Chriſts Church is given to Chriſt the Monarch thereof, a part where- 
of he hath left ro his Diſciples, which is no worldly Commiſſion or 
Power, but only the Power of che Lord Jelus , the uttermolt of which 
Commiſhon is Excommmnication, 1 Cor, 5, 

Ant, The High Commiſſion tu from the King, and dare you once call 
it into queſtion ? 

Ch, If I do take any Authority from the Kings Majeſty, let me be 
judoed worthy my deſert ; bur if I defend the Authority of Chriſt Jeſus 
over mens ſouls, which appertaineth to no mortal nian whatſoever, then 
know you, that whoſoever would rob him of that Honour, which is cot 
of this world, he will tread them under foot : Earthly Authority belon- 
oeth-ro earthly Kings, but ſpiritual Authority belongeth to that oge 
ſpiricual King, whois K I N G of Kings. 

Ant, Well, all your pleading will not ſerve your turn, ether you mui? 
come to C burch, or elſe go to Priſon, 

Ch. I haye ſhewed you by the Law of Chriſt that your coutle is 
moſt wicked, to compel any by Perſecution to perforgi any fervice to 
God (as you pretend.) Now I delre alſo to ſhew you, that the Statute 
Law of the Land requirerh only civil obedience, and his Majelties Wr1- 
tings, maintaining the Oath of Allegiance, tellifie the lame, o 
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The Law of tie-Land requireth, that whoſoever cometh not to Church, 
or receiverh not che Sacraments, the Oath of Allegiance is.to be rendred 
to them, which, that it may' be manifelt to 21l, that not only T, bur all 
chat profeſs the Faith with me, are melt willing to ſubſcribe unto it in 
fauhtulaels and truch, .Þ have thought good to expreds it, 


The werds of the Oath, Anno 3, Jacobi Regis, 


I A. B. do truly and ſincerely acknowledge, profeſs and teſtifie, and 
declare in my conſcience before God and the World, That owr ſevereign 
Lord King James # lawful King of this Realm, aud of all ther Bis 
Meajeſtres Dominions and Conntries ; And that the Pope neither of 
himſelf, nor by any other Anthority of the Church or Sea of Rome, or 
by any other means with any other hath any Power or Aathority to depoſe 
the King, or to difpoſe of any bus Majeſties Kingdoms or Dominions, or 
to authorize any forreign Prince to invade or annoy him or his Comntries, 
or to diſcharge any of his Subjetts of their Allegiance and Obediente to 
his Majeſty ; or to give licence oy leave to any of them to bear Arms, 
raiſe Tumults, or to offer any violonce or burt to hu Majeſties Rygyal 
Perſon, State or Government, or any of bis Majeitics Subjefts within 
his Majeſties Domixions, Alſo I do ſwear from my heart, that not. 
withitanding any Declaration or Sentence of Excommunication, or De. 
privation made or granted, or to be made or granted by the Pope or his 
Succeſſors, or by any Autbority derived, or pretended to be derived from 
him or his Sea, againſt the ſaid King, his Heirs or Succeſſors, or a 
Abſolution of the ſatd Subjeits from thery Obedience, 1 will bear Fanth 
and true Allegiance to by Majeſty, hu Heirs and Succeſſors, and him 
and them will defend to the ntiermoit of my power again/t all Confira- 
cies and Attempts whatſoever which fhall be made againft his or their 
Per ſons, therr Crown and Dignity, by reaſon cr colour p ſuch Semtence 
or Declararion or otherwiſe, and will do my beit endeavour 10 diſcloſe and 
make \nown unto his Majeſty, his Heirs and Succeſſors, all Treaſons 
«4d irauterozs Contpiracies, which T ſhall bnaw or hear of, to be agamſt 
bens or any of them, And I do further ſwear, that 1 do from my hears 
abbor, deteſt and abjure, as impiowaand beretical,this dammable deftrine 
«nd poſitron, T hat Princes which be Excammunicacted or deprived by the 
Pope, may be depoſed or murdered by their Subjeils, or any other no 
ever, Ana 1 do believe, and un conſcience am reſolved, that neither 
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the Pope, nor any perſon what [; has powey to abſolve me of this 
Oath, or any part thereof, which I acknowledge by good and full An. 
thority to be lawfully miniſtred to me, and do renounce all P ardons and 
Difpenſations to the contrary, And all theſe things [ do plainly and fin- 
cerely acknowledge and ſwear, according to theſe expreſs words by me 
ſpoken, and according to the plain and common ſenſe and underſtaxding 
of the ſame words, without any equivecation, or mental evaſion, or ſecret 
reſervation whatſoever. And I do make this Recognition and Achnow- 
—_ heartily, willingly and truly, upon the true Faith of a Chriſtiax. 

So belp me God. 

Ant. This Oath was intended foy the Papiſts, and not foy you, 

Ch. Itis not ſo : for his Majelty at the alt Seſſion of Parliam, Anno 
1609, faith thus ; Some doubts have been conceived anent the uſing of 
the Oath of Allegiance; and that part of the Att that ordains the raking 
thereof is thought ſo obſcure, that no man can tell who ought to be preſſed 
therewith, 5c. And therefore if there be any ſcruple touching the m1- 
mſtring thereof, I would wiſh it now to be cleared, cc, And thereupon 
this Statute was made, Arno 7. Regni Regis Tacobi, cc, Chap. 6, ro- 
wards the latter end. And if any perſon or perſons whatſoever of,or above 
the age of eighteen years, do xow ſtand, or at any time hereafter ſhall 
fend ard be preſented, inditted, and convitted for net coming to Church, 
or receiving the Lords Supper, according to the Laws and Statutes of this 
Realm, before the Ordinary, or any other having power to take ſuch Pre- 
fentments or Indiftments ; or if the Minifter petty Conſtable or Church. 
wardens, or any two of them, ſhall at any time hereafter complain to any 
Tuſtice of Peace near adjoyning to the place where any per ſon complained 
of ſhall dwell, and the ſaid Juſtice ſhall find canſe of ſuifution ; that 
then any ene Juſtice of Peace, within whoſe Commiſſion or Powey any 
ſuch perſon or perſons ſhall at any time hereafter be, or to whom com- 
plaint fhall be made, ſhall upon notice thereof require (uch perſon or 
perſons to take the” ſaid Oath. And that if any perſon or perſons being 
of the age of eighteen years or above, (ball refuſe ts take the ſaid Oath, 
any tendered nnto him or her, according to the true intent and meaning 
of this Statute, that then the perſons authorized by this Law to give 
the ſaid Oath, ſhall aud may commit the ſaid Offender to the common 
Jayl, &c. Whete we ice, that it any take the ſaid Oath at their firlt 
apprehenſion, they arc not to be committed, or if they,being committed, 
take the ſaid Oath at the next open Cour:, they are co be let at liberty ; 
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if chey will not take the ſaid Oath, to be in a Premunire, as is at large in 
the Statute declared, and as is daily praRtited with Papilts and others, 

Ant. The Kings Majeſty requireth your Allegiance to be teſtified by 

coming to Church, 

| Ch. 1 pray let mie dewand this Queſtion ; Doth the King require my 
coming to Charch to worſhip and ferve God, or to worſhip and ſerve 
the King ? If co worſhip and ſerveche King, I am ready to obey : if to 
worſhip and ſerye God, which none can do but of conſcience, the King 
himſelf ſaith he never intended to lay any thing to the charge of any for 
the cauſe of conlcience ; and this coming to Church being a caule of con- 
ſcience, if not he, why do you lay any thing to my charge for the ſame ? 
And therefore you wrong his Majelty in chus affirming ; for his High. 
neſs requireth only my faithful allegiance to be teſtified by the aforelaid 
Oath, and theretore hath ordained it, as I ſhall ſhew by his Highneſs 
own teſtimony, If I ſhould come to Church, and nox in conſcience, 
but for other reſpeRs, as many Papilts and other Hypocrices do, ro God 
it were moſt abominable ; and what faichfulneſs can be hoped for in 
ſuch rowards his Majeltics Perſon and State ? Can any godly wife man 
think that he that playeth che diflembling Hypocrite with God, that he 
will do leſs with men, and will not work any villany, if ir were in his 
power ? and therefore herein you compelling me by cyranny, to bring 
my body whereunto my fpiric cannot be brought, you compel me to hy- 
pocrifie with God and man : for if my heart were not faithfull in fince- 
rity to his Majeſties Crown and Dignity, as I cake God 7o witnels ( de- 
fore whom I mult be condemacd or jullitied) ir 1s, theſe courtes would 
rather harden my heart to work villany than otherwiſe. 

Now for his Majeſties many Teſtimonies in his Writings, they are 
worthy to be recorded with thankfulnels to the Highelt for euiding his 
heart and pen to write ſuch things. 

In his Apology for the Oath of Allegiance.pag, 4.he faith, (ſpeaking of 
ſuch Papiſts as took the Oath of Allegiance) eAnd / gave a good proof 
that I intended no Perſecution agamſt them for conſcience cauſe, but 
only deſired to be ſecured of them: for evil obedience, which for conference 
canſe they were bound to perform. And pag. 60. (ipeaking of Blackwel - 
the Arch-Prielt ) he faith, / never mended to lay any thing to the ſaid 
Arch. Prieſts charge ( as I have never done to any) for cauſe of conſci- 
ence. And p39. 127, he laith, Firſt, for the cawuſe of they puniſhment, 
1 do conſtantly maintains that _ I ſaid in my Apology, That no 
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man, either 1m my time or 11 the late Queens, ever dyed here for his cox- 
ſcience : for, let him be never ſo devout 4 Papiſt ; nay,though he profeſs 
the ſame never ſo conſtantly, his life is in no danger by the Law, if be 
break, not out imto ſome outward att expreſly againſt the words of the 
Law ; or plot not ſome dangerous or unlawful prattice or attempt, &c. 
Where we may ſee in ſhoct What is the whole fum that he requirerh, 
And in bis Majelties Speech at che laſt Seſſion of Parliament, « Amo 
Dom, 1609. where he faith he ſheweth his SubjeRt his heart, he faich 
thus : / never fonnd, that blood, and too much ſcucrity did pood in mat- 
ters of Religion : for, beſides, it is a ſure Rule in Divinity, that God 
never loves to plant his Church by violence and bloodſhed, natural rea= 
ſon may even perſwade us, and daily experience proves ut true, that when 
men are [cverely perſecuted for Religion, the gallantneſs of many mens 
ſpirits, and the wilfulneſs of their hnmonrs, rather than the jſt neſs 
of therr cauſe, makes them take a pride boldly to endure any torments, or 
death it ſelf, to gain thereby the reputation of Martyrdom, though but in 
a falſe ſhadow 
A molt undoubted Truth ; which it it be, ( as moſt manifelt it is by 
the Teltimony of the holy Ghoſt throughout Chrilts Teftament, as be- 
fore is proved ) then how curled are all the rank of you that continually 
break this ſure Rule of God, thus confidently acknowledged by his Ma» 
zelty, planticg your Church by violence and bloodſhed, forcing many 
thoulands againtt their conſciences to be of your Church, and to receive 
our Sacraments, by all the perſecutions that would follow ifthey do nor 
yeeld ; and thoſe that fear God more than men, and dare no: yeeld, 
caſting them into noiſom Priſons, amorglt moli wicked Blaiphemers of 
God, to the wounding of their fouls, dividing them from their Wives, 
Children and Families, and from their Callings, ſome an hundred miles 
and more, utterly conſuming that ſubliance they have, which ſuftainerth 
the blood of them, their Wives and Children ; ſeldom or never aftord. 
ing them Releate, bur either by yeelding to you againſt their conſcien- 
ces, or elle by conſuming their bodies to death in Priſon, Baniſhmect, or 
che hike, leaving chem and their Wives to horrible temprations of Adul- 
tery, by parting them and their Wives , and to all manger of evil, in 
taking them from their Callivgs, and fo leaving them in continual Idle- 
nets, Is Gods Church thus planted ? or,do Chriſts Dilciples thus plant? 
Indif. Oh I ſee this fprrvitual power is little inferiour un cruelty to the 
Romiſh ſprritnal power : 1 pray how, or when was this ſet wp ? 
Ch. Henry 


wml 


( 27 

Ch. Henry the eight caſting oft Pore Clement the feventi, and fo the 
Popes Power, amo 1534, ſet up this Spiritual Power under him, See 
eAtts and Mon, pag. 1201, oc, 

Indif. 7 pray you ſhew the likeneſs between theſe two ſpivitnal powers, 

Ch. I will do my belt endeavour, Which is but imal), Fitrlt, rhe 
Romiſh ſpiritual Power doth make Laws to the Conſcience, and com- 

| all thereunto by Excommunication, Impriſonment, Baniſhment, 
Death, and che like, This Spiritual Power doth the like, upon the hike 
penalties, as all know. 

The Romiſh Power doth give Titles to his Miniſters, which are the 
Titles of God and Chrift, as ſpiritual Lords, great Biſhop, and many 
more. This ſpiritual Power doth the like, as all know, 

The Romiſh Power doth fer up Lords over their Brethren in ſpiritual 
things, unto whom they command Honour, and great Livings to be given, 
great Powp and Pride, This Power doth the like, as all know, 

I ſhall not need to ſpeak of chis, in that ali Books are full, and all 
Conſciences ( except thoſe that are ſcared with hot irons ) convinced 
hereof, Let but Mr, Fox, or any others, who have deſcribed the tpiritual 
Power of Rome, ler bur their Deſcription thereof be compared with this 
ſpiricual Power, in all their Laws, Courts, Titles, Pomp, Pride and 
Cruelty, and you ſhall ſee them very little differ, except in their Cruel. 
ties, Which (glory be to God) the Kings Majelly, who thirfteth not at- 
ter blood, hath ſomething reſtrained , alchough ic is molt grievous Crue 
elty to lyedivers years in moſt noifom and filthy Prifons, and continual 
remptations of Want, their Eftates overthrown, and never comirg out 
(many of them) till death , ler it be well weighed, and it is lictle 1ate- 
riour to the cruel ſudden death in times of the Romiſh Power in this 
Nation, 

Indif. /t « very apparant it is that image or ſim1litude of that Beaſt 
ſpoken of, Revel. 13. 

Ch, Oh yes, for there is no ſuch Image of the Popiſh Power under 
the Heavens as this, Well,our comfor: is, the {trong Lord hath faid, 7h: 
Kivgs of the Earth ( by whoſe Power both the Beaſt and his Im-oe is 
ſupported) fhatt rake their Power from Fer, then ſhall ſhe (tang raked 
and delolate : And to this purpoſe. his Majelty hath a worthy Exhor- 
tation to all Princes, &c. in his eApo/og:e, pag. 1-3, The words are 
thele : For as ſhe did fly brit with your feathers, borrowing as well her 
Titles of greatneſs, and forms of havanriny her from You, as alſo enjoying 
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all her Temporal Livings by your her Mets : fo if every man do but 
rake his own again, ſhe will ſtand up naked, cc, Oh that the words of 
God might be accepted of his Majeſty, ſet down by the holy Ghoſt, 
Rom. 2, Thou that teacheit another, teacheft thou not thy ſelf ? For, 
if he would take but his own, their Titles of Greatneſs, and forms of 
honouring them,and their Temporal Livings, this Spititual Power would 
ftand very naked and delolate, 

Indif, ##*l/, the hearts of Kings are in the hands cf the Lord, and he 
can turn them as the Rivers of waters : b#t 1 deſire your advice for my 
own eſtate : I know every one muſt bear their own burden, I have a long 
time remained ſubjett to this Spiritual Power, partly throngh ignoxance, 
and partly through fear. 

Ch, 1 will firlt declare unto you the Judgments cf God againſt ſuch 
as ſubmit chereunto, that ſo from an utter abhotrring thereot you ma 
come out, never to return thither again, Secondly, I will do the beti 
J can to ſhew you the way the Lord cequireth you to walk in, and that 
only out of his Word. 

The Judgments are ſo fearful as I tremble to think of them, oreater 
than which is not manifeſted in the whole Book of God, Rev 14. 9, 10, 
11. And the third eAngel followed them, ſaying with a loud voice, If 
any man worſhip the Beaſt and his Image, and recerve his Mark m his 
forehead, or on: bis hand, the ſame ſhall drink of the Wine of the Wrath 
of God, yea, of the pure Wine that is poured into the Cup of his Wrath 
be ſhall be tormented in Fire and Brimſtone before the holy Angels, and 
4 the Lamb. eAnd the ſmoak of thetr torments (hall aſcend evcr- 
more, ard they ſhall have no reſt day nor night, which worſhip the Beaſt 
and his Image, and whoſoever receiveth the print of bus name. 

Indif. / confeſs theſe Judgments ar: to be trembled at ; but how do 
you apply them properly to ſuch as worſhip mm theſe «Aſſemblies ? 

Ch, For the fatisfaCtion of all coniciences herein, that it may appear 
plainly, not to be gain-(aid, Jer us conſider the words of Wiſdom, fer 
down in order as chey lye, And filt, what 1s meant by Worſbrp. 2ly, 
what is meant by the Peaſt. 3ly, what his [mage 1s. 4y, what his 
Mark_is. And laſtly, what is meant by Forehead or Haxd, 

Ard fult, for 1Vorſhip, It is plentifully manifelicd in the Scriptures, 
that it is Service, Subzeion, or Obedicnce to luch things as are com- 
manded by God, or others; as Mat 4.10, Exod. 20. 5. Dent, 13.4, 
and therefore bis ſervants we are whom we obey, Rom.6. 16. andas the 
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Lord faith, If I be your Maſter, where is my fear ? if a Father, where 

is mine honour or worſhip ? Mal. 1. 6. 
Secondly, by Beaſt, the Scripture ſpeaketh ſometimes of cruel mer, 
in power and authority ; as Dan 7.1 7, Luke 13. 31, 32. 2 Tim. 4.17. 
Sometimes of a blaſphemous Spiritual Power exerciſed by men,received 
of the Dragon exalting it ſelf above God, makirg war with the Saints, 
and overcoming them ; and that hath power over every Kindred, and 
Tongue, and Nation , fo thart all chat dwell upon the Earth worſhip 
him, &c, And this is the Bealt here ſpoken of, even that Spiritual 
Power or Juriſdition of Rome, which firſt wrought in a myfiery, and 
by degrees was exalted, till at laſt it was exalted to this crue! Bealt, de- 
ſcribed Revel, x3, 1,&c. which Beaſt openeth his mouth to Blaſphemy 
aoainſt God, ſaying and pratizing, that the Commandments that God 
hath given for his Service, are not to be regarded, bur inftead thereof, 
ſerterth up Commands of his own, unto which whoſoever will nor be 
ſubje&, Excommunication and all cruelty, even unto Death, will enſue. 
ea even with Gunpowder ere it fail : and for this his cruelty he is cal- 

led a Beaſt, 

Thirdly, By Image is meant any form, ſhape, ſimilitude, or reſem- 
blance of che thing ſpoken of, as Dexr, 4. 15,16,4c, Exod. 20. 4. fo 
that whereſoever tuch a ſpiritual power is, as this above deſcribed, there 
is the Beaſts Image, 4s i» England : the like Power or Beaſt to the fiſt, 
is n0t 20 be found under the Heavens, in exaltation and cruelty. 

Fourthly, By Afark, is meant Profeſſion or Practice, whereby we 
are known from others, as Mat, 7. 20. 1 Joh. 2.3. Joh.13.35, As 
Badges or Marks do put difference between this mans and chat mans, in 
cattel or ſervants, as by ſucha mans Mark we know thele are his Sheep, 
and by ſuch a mans Baddg we know this man belongeth to ſuch a great 
man : ſo they are faid to have pur on Chrilt, that have received his Bap- 
uiſm, Gal. 3. 27. even as a ſervant is known by putting on his Livery, 

Laftly, Forehead or Harxd , the holy Ghoſt uſeth that phraſe from 
the Old Teſtament, where Gods People were commanded, not only to 
lay up his Commands in their hearts and in their fouls, but to bind rhem 
for a ſign pon their hands, that they might be as frontlets between their 
eyes, Deut. 11.18, and 6,6, 8. the Wiſdom of God therein teaching, 
that the Forchead and Hand are the apparanteſt parts of the body, to the 
view cf all men : ſo thatto receive the Mark in the Forehead or Hand, 
is to make manifeſt Profeflion of him we obey, The ſum of al! which 
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is, that whoſoever openly orofeſſech ! WR and {ubjeRion to that 
ſpiritual crue} power of Rome, the Beaſt, ot to that ſpiritual cruel pow. 
er of England, his Image, ( whereſoever they or cither of them are ex- 
_ luch a one,and ſuch perſons ſhall drink of the Wine of Gods wrath, 
and be tormented in fire and brimitone, and ſhall have no reſt day nor 
night for evermore, 

Indit. Towr deſcription of the Beaſt the Papilts will deny, ſo will the 
Engliſh Lord Biſhops and ther followess, deny jour deſcription of his 
Image ; but thouſands will grant both : and ſome will deny both, as 
the Familiſts, who ſay, that Religion ſtand:th not in outward things, and 
therefore they will ſubmit to any ontward ſervice, and they that do not 
ſo, but ſuffer perſecution ( ſay they ) are juſtly perſecuted, 

Ch. Thoſe Enemies to the Crols of Chrilt are molt of them not worth 
information, becauſe for the molt part they are ſuch as do with an high 
hand ſia atter enlightning, having forſaken the way wherein they walked, 
becauſe they would nor bear Chriſts Crols ; but in that ſome (imple 
ſouls may be leduced by them, let us a little in general compare their 
Opinion with the Scriprures, 

True it is, that Religion Randeth not only in outward things, for God 
requireth the heart, and truth in the award parts : but that God re- 
quirech not our lubjeRtion (upon feartul puniſhments) to thole ourward 
Ocdinances which he requireth, is a doQurine of Devils, as I ſhall prove, 

And firſt, for the outward Ordinances of the Old Teitament, which 
were meerly ſhadows, and now are beggerly rudiments, Gal, 4, 16, 
what indignation the Lord had towards them that trazſgreſied. Neadab 
and eAbihs offering (irange fire, which the Lord hath not commanded, 
a fire went out from the Lord and deſtroyed them, Levit. 10, 1, 2 The 
men of Bethſhemeſh looking into the ourward Ark, which God had for- 
bidden, the Lord ſlew fifty thouſand and threeſcere and ten of them, 
x Sam.6,19, Vzu4, of a good intent. leaning his ſhoulder tothe tame 
outward Ark. which God torbad, the Lord flew him. 1 Chr.13 7-10, 
Uzziah the King offering up curward Inccale, {which God commanded 
to be done only by the Pricils, Nemb, 18. 3, 7. ) che Lord ſmore him 
with Leprohie until tis death, 2 Chron, 26, Corah ard his company, 
whart feartu! Judoments came upon them ( though he a Lerite) tor pre. 
ſumizg to meddle with the Priefts Office, the Earth opening and twal- 
lowing them up, Nxmb, 16, Kitg Saul likewiſe oftering up Incenle 
(in time of need as he thought ) the Lord rent his Kirgdom from him, 
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x Sam 13. as alſo for his AiſabeZne afterwards, touching the far of 
the Amalecks Cartel, 1 Sam. rg, How often was the wrath of the Lord 
poured down upon the Iiraelires, becauſe of their cranſgreflion of his out. 
ward Ordinances, in place, perſon, and things ? for it was a Law, Lev. 
17: 3, 4. That who fo bronght not his Sacrifice to the place, viz. to the 
doey of the Tabernacle of the Congregation, but offered it up other where, 
blood ſhw!d be irjuited to that man, and he (hould be cut off from among 
his People : yea, ſuch Sacrifices were eſteemed of God, as offered ts De- 
vils, ver. 7. And the Lord cauled them to pronounce, (Dent,2 >, 26.) 
Curſed be he that corfirmeth not alt the words of this Law, to do them: : 
and all the pocple n:1ft ſay, So be it, Was God thus jealous of eAoſes's 
Ocdinances, and 15 he lels jealous of Chriſts ? Mult he dyethat deſpiferh 
Moſes L1w, and ſhall be eſcape that deſpileth Chriſts, upon what pre- 
tence toever 2 And Chrilt ſaith, It becometh him, and all his,to frlfil all 
Riohteonſr:eſs 19 ourward Ordinances, as waſhing with water, Mat. 3.15. 
And, whoſoever ſaith, he knoweth God, aud kheepeth not his Command. 
ments, (which are outward, alwell as inward ) be s a /yar, 1 Joh, 2-4. 
And whoſoever breaks the leaſt Commandment, and teacheth men ſo, 
he ſhall be called the leaft in the Kingdom of Heaven, Mai. 5. 19, And 
whoſoever will not hear that Prophet Chrilt Jeſus) 5» af things that he 
ſhall ſay unto them, ſhall be deſtroyed ont of hus People, Acts 3. 22, 23, 
The aftc&tions of the 1oul are to be manifeſted by the aRtiens of the body, 
according to Gods Word , and all other good intents or affeRions are 
abominable, We may nor, neither can we worſhip God with our ſpirits, 
and the Devil with our bodies ; for, we are bought with a price, and 
therefore muſt not be the ſervants of men; but muſt glovifie God with 
cur bodies, and with our (pirits, for they are bis, 1 Cor, 6.29. and 7, 
23, Andthis may luffice to fatisfie any concerning the overthrow of this 
curſed Coaceir, knowing allo that Chriſt and his Apoltles, and all his 
Dilciples ro the end of the world, might, and may live peaceably enough 
from Pertecuuon, it this DoQtrine might be obterved, 242., Submiſſion 
with our bodies to any outward ſervice, The Lord diſcover ſuch Hy- 
pocrites, 

Indit, I bleſs God, 1 hawe learned of the Apoſtle, 2 (or.13.8. to lay 
nothing againit the Truth, but tor the Truch, and therefore when I {ee 
things are evidently manifc{ted by the Seriptuves, am de/ſirons to ſmbmit, 
and not to cavil. But you bacw ut us pleaded, they hawe the Word ard 
Sacraments im the Engliſh Aſſemblies, 
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Ch. I confeſs they have the 9.5. in the which Gods Myſteries 
are contained, which are locked up from them, and revealed to his 
Saints, Col.x. 26. which they wotully pervert to their own deliruRtion : 
They have alſo imitations of Gods Ordinances, as Water, Bread, and 
Wine,and other things, which they uſe after their own inventions ; Which 
things make them boalt ſo much of their Chriſtianircy, and of their 
Church, which makes chem reaſon thus : 

We are Gods People, for we have the Word and Sacraments. The 
Philiftims might better have reaſoned, x Sam. 5. who had the true Ark 
of Gog amonglt them ; ( theſe have but a ſhew ) We are Gods People, 
for mf have Gods Ark, and holy Oracles amongit #4. But 1 think they 
had no great cauſe to rejoyce thereot in the end : No more ſhall theſe 
have in the end, when God recompenceth all that withhold the Truth in 
unrighteouſneſs, Gods dealing is not now as it was of old, he now re- 
ſeryech puniſhment to the lalt day , he is patient, and would have men 
xepent : but they deſpiſe his bouncifulneſs and long-ſuffering , preaching 
peace when there is no peace, 

Indif, It cannot be denied, but that the CMiniſters preach many ex» 
cellent Truths, and do bring people to much reformation m many things, 

Ch. True, it cannot be denied, For, it the Devil ſhould come in his 
own likeneſs, men would refit him ; but becauſe he transformeth him. 
ſelf into an Angel of light, therefore he deceivech, So his miniſters, if 
they ſhould teach all lyes, men would not be deceived by them, nor plead 
for them ; but becaule they reach many Truths, people receive them. 

But firlt,for whatſoever they reach, they neither could nor ſhould reach 
publickly, their mouths ſhould be ltopped, if they received not that their 
power to teach ſuch Truths from thoſe the Dragon ſends ; and therefore 
none can receive thoſe Truths from chem, but they receive the Devil by 
whoſe power they teach : for, as our Saviour faith, Mar. 19, 40. He 
that receiverh you, receiveth me ; and he that recerveth me, receiveth 
him that ſent me, So, he that receiveth thoſe the Bealt ſends, receiverh 
the Beaſt , and he that receiverh the Beaſt, recciverh him that ſent him, 
that is the Devil, Further, Did not that Southſayer Balaam teach ex- 
cellent Truths ? Numb 23 & 24 chapters. Yea, the Southlayers of che 
Philiſtims the like, x Sam.6, Yea, thoſe in the Goſpel preach in Chrilts 
Name, Mat.7.22. As many moe teftimonies might be manitcſted. 

And ſecondly , For their bringing of people tro Reformation, and 
therein doing great works, Did not the Southlayers, betore recited, 
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x Sam.6, (hew the Princes a 23 in detaining Gods Ark, and the 
judgments againſt chem for the ſame, exhorting them to lend it away, 
and not to harden their hearts, as Pharoah and the Egyptians hardned 
their hearts? And was not Reformation wrought hereby * And did 
not they that —_ in Chrifts Name caſt out Devils, and do man 
and great works? of whom our Saviour teſtifieth, he never ackzowledged 
them, Bur let us a little conſider wherein the Reformation cooliſteth, 
procured by their preaching, in Drunkennels, Whoredom, Swearing, 
&c. moral duties, which things wholoever is nor refocmed in, ſhall 
never ſee Gods Kingdom ; yer which things many of the Philotophers 
(that knew not God) abounded in, as they that know the Stories cannot 
deny. Bur do they teach their hearers to» hate vain inventions, and 
love God's Law ? In a general manner of reaching they may, but if ir 
come to particular praQtice, you ſhall ſee what they will do, Do they 
teach any to ſubmit to that one Law-giver, Chrilt Jeſus, for the guidance 
of his Church, and not to Antichrilts Abominations ? No, they will tell 
you, you muſt ſigh and groan, till the Magiltrate will retorm , for you 
are a private perſon,and muſt be ſubject : And if the powertul working 
of Gods Word and Spirit prevail in you, to let you fee, that the Magi- 
ſtrates not reforming will nor excuſe you at the day of account, but that 
that ſoul that committeth abomination (hall dye, and that rather than 
you will worſhip the Beaſt or his Image, you will ſuffer with Chrift 
peaceably, ſeparating your ſelf from ſuch open prophanation as neither 
can nor will be retormed , endeayouring to 1quare your ſelf both in 
your entrance, and walking in Chritts way, unto that golden Rule that 
he hath left for direftion : chea the belt ot all cheſe Preackers and Re- 
formers will be hot and bitter, labouring with all the turning of de- 
vices to turn you, and withhold you from Retormation : And if they 
cannot prevail hereby , then publiſh you 1n their priviledged Pulpics, 
where none may aniwer them, You are a Schiſmatick, Brownit, A. 
»abaptiſt, and what not? ro make the multitude abhor your doings, 
and not to follow you therein ; and ſome of them ( it aot all ) under a 
colour, procure your Impritonment and trouble by their Canonized 
Lords, or ſome of their helliſh Purtevants. And fuch Preachers ot Re- 
formation are the belt of them all, 

Indif, Oh how have we been beſotted in theſe things for want of true 
knowledge and underſtanding from the Scriptures ! how have I and 
others ſatisfied our (elves with tbeſe _ 1 that onr eſtate w«s happy, 
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perſwading ony ſelves thereof ! = alas, our fear towards God was 
eaughe by the inventions of men 3 but rhe reaſon thereof was, we judged 
ory ſelves by our own perſmaſions, and not by Gods Word, 

Ch, 1 pray you let not that ſeem firange unto you, that people ſhould 

erſwade themſelves of ire eftfare with God, when it is not ſo. 
The Iſraelites, Gods People;thought their eftace good many times, when 
alas it was otherwiſe, as the Prophers declared unto them ; yea, our 
Saviour teftifieth, that they boaſted of God being their Father, when 
not fo much as knew him, Joh. 8. 19. yea, when they were of their 
farher the Devil, ver. 44+ The five fooliſh Virgins thought their condi- 
tion good enough.and that they ſheuld have been let in, bur ic was other- 
wiſe, Luke 20, The wicked thought they did God fervice that killed 
Chrifts Diſciples, Foh. 16. 2. fans heart 1s deceitful, Jer.17,9, Who 
are more confident of their good eſtate with God than the Papiſts, nor- 
withſtanding all their groſs abominations ? Even fo have you and I (God 

ardon us) thought beyond all, that we were in a good eltate, haying 
bich zealous Teachers, that reach ſo many excellent Truths under the 
title of Chrilts Miniſters, till we came to examine them, as the Church 
of Epheſus did, Rev. 2, then we found them to have no other Minif 
chan that they received from the Bealt and his Image, which the Dra. 
gon gave, Rev. 13, | 

Indif. Are all, without exception, in thus fearful eſtate to be caſt in. 
to the Lake, that burneth with fire and brimſtone ? 

Ch. All that ſubmit, obey, or worſhip the Beaſt without exception ; 
for there is no reſpe& of perions with God. So faith the Lord, 1f a»y 
man worſhip, cc, Thele worſhippers under the Beaft's Image may be 
divided into rwo forts : Firſt, thoſe that ignorantly perſwade themſelves 
that all that is praRtiſed is good and acceprable to God : Secondly,thoſe 
that ſee and acknowledge many things to be evil, Which they would 
oladly have removed ; but becauſe they cannot without the Croſte of 
Chritt, partly for that, and partly by the perſwaſion of their Prophets 
(that the things are not fundamental, and the like pretences ) all ſubmit, 
and teach men ſo, 

Indif, Some affirm , There be thouſands in England that never 
worſhipped the Beaſt, &c. but be carefwl to keep the Commandments of 
God, and Faith of Jeſwe. 

Ch, Such are not under theſe Judgments; bur if their meaning be of 
any that ſubmic to theſe Ordinances appointed for theſe _—_ ſuch 

Teachers 


. 


35 
Teachers preach peace when there is none, ſirengthen the wicked that 
chey cannot return from their wicked way, by promiſing them lite, whoſe 
reward ſhall be according to the reward of ſuch falſe Prophets, Ezk, 
x3. 1. and chap. 14.10. becauſe they follow their own ſpiric,and have 
noe received it from the Lord : for thus faith the Lord, Such ſhall drink, 
of the Wine of the Wrath of God, 

Iodif, It 4 alſo affirmed by ſome, That in rept of perſonal graces, 
ſome of the Profeſſors (as they are called) are the Children of God, and 
way be communicated with privately, though in refþett of their Church. 
aftions they are members of Antichriſts body, ro whom the Judgments 
of God appertaineth, 

Ch. This opinion proceedeth not from Gods Word, but from man's 
vain heart, by the ſuggeſtion of the Devil : which, that it may evidently 
appear, ler us a lictle conſider of ir, In euch it is to ſay, that in one re- 
ſpeR they have Gods Promiles appertaining to them : in another reſpeR 
toy har Gods moſt fearful Torments (pronounced againlt char Bealt, 
and that falle Propher, Rev.19, 20.) appertaining to them : In one re» 
ſpe& they are Gods People, terving Him their Malter : in another re- 
ſpe& the Devils people, ſerving him their maſter : 1n one reſpeR the 
ſhall be ſaved, in another reſpec chey ſhall be damned, Bur whar falle 
doRrine this is, Gods holy Word doth dilcover, Our Saviour faith, No 
man can ſerve two maſters ; ye cannot ſerve God and Riches,Mart. 6,25. 
And can any ſerve Chriſt and the Beaſt, God and the Diagoa? When 
Chriſc ſhall come at the laſt day to give to every man according to his 
works, will he fay to any one, In reipect ot thy pertonal graces I will 
ſave thee, Comme thou bleſled, (as he will fay to all his Children : ) But 
1n reſpeR of thy being a member of Antichriſ:s body, 1 will dama thee, 
Go thon curſed, as he will to all that worthip or obey the Beaſt > Will 
not Chriſt Jeſus pronounce ablolutely either Salvation or Condemnation 
to every one ? and that according to this word, Joh,12, 48. fo as God 
in his Righteouſneſs will cither jul:zhe or condemn every man : So hath 
He taught us to know, that no Fountain can make falc water and {weer, 
Jam. 3.12. And therefore, that by mens frui:s we ſhould know and 
judge them to be not both good and evil trees at one time, as this opini- 
on teacherh, bur eicher good, or evil + alwayes taking heed. we juſtific 
not the wicked, nor condemn the innocent, both which are abomirable to 
the Lord: And for any communion whatſoever with them ; UVhat fel- 
lowſhip hath Chriſe with Antichriſt, the Richreons with the Wicked, the 
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Servants of the Lamb, with the LM of the Beaſt ? But I leave this 
for further anſwer to choſe, who although they are nearer to this man 
that hath publiſhed this opinion than I am, yer hath (according to truth) 
confeſſed in writing, That there ts nothing to be expeited from Chrift, 
by any member of the Church of England, bt a ponring ont of his eter- 
val Wrath upon them. Mr, De-Clule, Adverif, pag, 9. 

Indif. ell, I praiſe God, 1 am much mformed m theſe things ; yet 
one thing more I will deſire your anſwer unto : The caſe ſtandeth thre 
with me : In theſe things 1 am betwixt fatth and doubting ;, though 
the rather I believe theſe things you ſay ave true, and that 1 may never 
20 to theſe Aſſemblies again without ſia; but 1 am not ſo perſwaded 
thereof, that T dare ſuffer for it : What if I ſhould ( not baving Faith 
fo ſuffer) for fear of perſecution, goto their Worſhip agam ? 

Ch, It were your molt feartul fm, which I prove thus ; and I pray 
you obſerve it well : You mult do it, cither as being verily perſwaded 
you do well, and then all chis beginning of Light in you ſhould be ex- 
einguiſhed,and ſo your eſtate is with the worſt, if not worſe : or elle you 
mult do ir, doubting whether you do well or no : For I hope you will 
not ſay, you do it knowing you do evil. If you do it doubting, the Lord 
faith, Jr # ſin, Rom, 14. 23. which 1 hope you will acknowledge, and 
not approve your felt ro do well in finning, and then God zs merciful to 
forgive your (n, either this or any other, x Joh.1, 9. But if you lay, you 
fin not therein, doing it doubtingly, you make God a lyar, who faith, 
It is fin, and your ſin remaineth, 

Indif. what if 1 ſhould many times go through weakneſs ? 

Ch, If you untainedly repent, being through weakneſs, there is mercy 
with God, though it ſhould be ſeven:y times ſeven times in a day, Mat, 
18. 21, 22, Bur we had necd to take heed of our repentance, The A- 
polile faith, where there is godly forrow for fin, what Care it worketh 
1m you, yea, what Indignation, &c, 2 Cor, 7, ard cuſtom in fin is dan= 
eerous, We had need to take heed we be not hardned through the de- 
ceitfulnels of fin, Heb, 3.13. 

Indif. Then you hold, that if ary man approve himſelf im ſinning, his 
fin remaineth, 

(h. It any man fin, and fay he hath not ſinned, there is no truth in 
him, x Joh.1.8, and God will enter jnto judgment with him, Jer2- 35. 

Indit. Then abſolutely I ſee, that if any man worſbip the Bea#t, or (41 
Image, Cc. as before you have ſhewed, he neuher bath Faith nor —_ 
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of God in him, what ſhew of Godlineſs ſoever he maketh. But what 
ſay ate, may not a man that ſeparateth from all uncleanneſs, though he 
yet ſee not the way of Chriſt in his Ordinances, may not ſuch a man 
be ſaved ? 

Ch. Yes,upon this condition, that he believe in Jeſus Chriſt for his 
only Righteouſnels, and be willing and ready to hear and obey his 
Ocdicances ; an example hereot we have 1n Corne/na, Ads 10, But 
if any will not hear that Prophet ( Chiilt Jeſus ) in all things what ſo+ 
ever he ſhall ſay unto them, they ſhall be deſiroyed ont of bis People, 
At, 3, 22, 23: 

Irdif. 1#/hat do yer mean by Will not hear ? 

Ch. That when ay part of the Way ot God is manifelted to them, 
tliey diſpile and contemn 1t,or carelei]y neglect ic; otherwiſe,men may 
not receive ſome of Chrilt's Truth, and yer not be laid, that they will 
not receive it, 

Indit. Jt us a great ſtumoling-block to many, that divers who pr o- 
feſs Keligion, walk corruptly therr converſation . it us a great cate 
that the wicked open their months ag anſt God's Trath, 

Ch. Alas, it is molt lamentabie ! but God's People mult know, it 
hath been and will be fo urto the end of the world : And therefore 
Chrilt Jeſus hath appointed means tor che redrefliag cheredt in his 
Church, ſat. 18. and xCor.5, cc, And we may not juititic or 
condemn any Rellgioa what:ſorver by mers perſonal walkings. May 
we lay,the Religion of the Phulolophers was good, becaute of thc;r mo- 
ral yertues ? or,that the Religion that Ju4ah and David proteticd was 
evil, becauſe of Fudah's lncelt, and 'D.mmid's Adultery and Murder, 
Gen, 38. and 2 Sam. 11. or the Religion of Chriit evil, becauic that 
one that proteſſed it, tell into Incelt, x Cor, 5, God's Peop!c had need 
to take heed of (ning, whereby to caule the Adverſaries to blat- 
pheme, for the which God may make them examp!es to al! tucceed- 
10g Ages, 

Indit, PT ewe you hearty thaxks for Jour pas with me w theſe 
things, and [ truſt I ſhall not let them [!1p, but remember them all my 
life, and put them 11 prattice, 

Ch. The glory and thanks thereot only belorgeth ro God, for 2+ 
him it is due ; but this I defire you to conhder, that the knowmy, 
the Will of God, without practifing of it, doth us rathei hurt than 
good ; the Scripture laith, Not the krowers, bn: the dcers are juſbs. 
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fied, Rom. 2, 13, Jam. x. 12. Ns that knows his Maſters will 
and doth it not, ſhall be beaten with mary ftripes. Many there be 
in this Nation ( With grief of foul 1 ſpeak it ) that acknowledee and 
contels the Truth, bur practiſe it nor, for tome 1eſpeRs cr other , the 
Lord per{wade all your hearts to the ſpeedy practice thereof, and tha: 
by many examples that are leſt unto you, *Dawd tha: man of God 
{aich, I made bh /fie, ard delayed rot to hep thy an Mm mnamenty, 
Pal. 219. 60, The Ditcix ics, Wat. 4, tnmmedrate'y wiihout tarryi”s 
jellowea Chriſt, The three thouſand the tame day they were info: med, 
ootyed rene Lord, and WCcic v7 '8z dt. ” oo * I lie SAM AYTI OR Acts 
$. LS alc A they believed, were bt "12,94 bath men avd wanrie». 
The Ewrrihlkewiſe, ver, 28. The FJaj/cr, Lydia, Parl, anda cloud 
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Lid afloorr as they believed, Here was no tia "go hear What ti15, 

ard tliat jeained man could fay againlt it as now a dayes ; bur as they 
- 4 Cc - 

were con:certly perſwaded thereof, they obeyed, Ard | 


0 ] am ai- 
lured it ſhall be by li::le and little, as the kingdom ct tac Bratt dime 
riſhech, 

Igrt, / hope I all teftrfie to a”, my ſhreds walk rr inthe fips of 
theſe holy men ;, bu: one tht 14; bore is ret which +: rrnch troubled 
me ard others, and tn my 141 ment b th mu! hi: dred the growth 
of G ,dlimneſs in 19:4 Kigiom, and tht ir, T h.ct many, {o [ 2": is they 
fee or fe if trouble will en: fe, thoy ti 7:00 nther [NV 4109 wh:9 C1Y,m2t 
fee their corverſation, and thereby drprive many pooy 11nor.ct (onls 
i: their own Nation, of ther t farmtion, ard of thery C119» ation 
among it then. ; | 

Ch, Oh ! that hath been the overthrow of Ro! &'01 11 this Land, 
the belt able and greater pair being g0e, and leaving behind them 
lome few, who by the others departure have had choir affii ctions and 
contemyt increaſed, which hath been che canis of man; tall; L back, 
and of the adveriaries exaling, Bu they will rel; us, we are no* tO 
judge things by :ne efteRs, therefore we mult prove that their ii oh: 
unlawful, or we ſay nothing, 

And fiilt, Whetcas it is laid by ſome of theſe flyers, that many of 
the People of God fl: 1119 foreign Counrite, and that God gave ane 
probation therev? , as Wofes, Davin,our Saviour C reſo 1h his infancy, 
and others, eliink!! U ie1eby rn quiiitie rhiis thei: tlohe, I a: {wer: God 
preſerved foſe: and the rett in their tote, will the rims was come that 
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he imployed them in his ſervice, = in no caſe he would ſuffer them 
to flie ; as when Moſes maniteited his exceeding backwardneſs to the 
Lords work,in helping his People out of bondage, uling many excules, 
the Lord was very angry with [1m1, Exod, 4, 10-15. And whither 
did our Saviour fe when the time came that he was to ſhew hin:/cif 
to Ifrael? Luk 1,80, If any of thite men can prove the Lord requitern 
ro work at their hands to be done tor his Glory, and the Salvation of 
thouſands of 1gnorant fouls 1n their own Nation, le: them flay in tor. 
reign Countries. But I trutt God's Peop!e have learned, not to fay,rhe 
time is not yet come that Babel jÞ:uld be deſtroyed, and the Lord's 
Il :tiſe burld:4, bu: thats the tine 15 come to bri/d the Loya's Houſe, 
ard nat to dwell in certcd hoxſer, Hg. 1. cr any Way t9 ſeek our cur. 
ward promotion ; which it it be granted, that the time is come, not 
only to come our of Babc{, butts d:jtroy Ley, all theſe objeQtions are no. 
thing ; except they prove, that when God cvlled any ot his People 0 
his Wotk, they left 18 for fear of croubic, This dotrize was not ap= 
p:oved of God, when the time came thar his Adverſaties were to be 
roceed cut, and that his People had gotren foe victory. The 'Rew- 
berites and the Gadttes could have been content to have remained to 
their molt peace and commodity, Nrum 32, but 1ofes faid unto them, 
Shall your Brethren ca to WW.r, a»d ye tarry beve ? wherefore naw 
diſcomrage ye the hearts of the Chilayer of Ifracl ? Ce, ſharply re. 
p:oving them, 4s an creaſe of /irful men, riſen up in their fathers 
fteads ftill to augment the fierce Wrath of the Lord ; and Moſes 
would not be faushed until chey had promiſed that they would go: 
with :heir Brethren rothe Lord's Work, and would not return to their 
houtes till they had accomplithed the fame, And the Angel of the 
Lord doth lay, Curſe ye Meroz, curſe the inhabitants thereof, becauſe 
they came not to th: hel» of the Lord, to help the Loyd agamst the 
Alſ:ahty, Judg. 5. 23. Allo, becaule the men of Fabeſh Gilead came 
not up to the Lord, to help their Brethren 2onicſt che wicked men of 
Gibeah, all the men were aeſtrozed,, and all the women that had lien 
by men, Juig. 21.11, noexcule Wiailyucyer could terve, Did God 
thus reipe&t his Work and Peopie then, as.all mutt pur ro their helping .. 
hand, and none mult withdraw their ſhoulder left others were ditcou- 
raged ; and is there no regard to be had thereof now, but any occa- 
hon, as tear of a little Impritunmen:, or the like, may excuſe any, both 
from the Lord's Work, and the he!p of their Breciren, thas for want of 
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their ſociety and comtorc are Gan weakened, it not overcome ? 
If anſwer bz mage, Tney pectorm their duty 1a boch, that they do the 
L Yd's Wark ; the Paltoc teeding his Flock, aad che People walking 
in tellowſhip oe towards anor her. | demand, Dot:h the Lord te. 
quire no more work of them ? doth he no: require tha: they ſhould 
help to calt down Bbc/? It reply be made, They do ut by chr 
Books, I aniwer ; That may be done, and their Lights ſhine by 
the mouthes and coaveriations alſo among the wicked, which 1s 
the one relt me2ns of convertn o them, and deſtroying Antichrilt's 
kinglom : They overcame (not b, flying away,bur) by the B /20d of the 
Lamb, and by the Ward of th: ” I'c/timmy, and they toved not ther 
Itves unto the death, Revel. 12. 11. God's People are the Lights of 
the World, a City (er on a Hill, a Candle fer on a Candleli ick,' o1yINg 
lioht to all that come in, Matth. 5, and cheretore mult ſhine by their 
Perſons, more than by their Books, Great help and it, ;couragement 
would 1; be to God's People in aftiiction of Impritoament and che 
like, to have their Brecthrens preſence to adminitier to their ſouls or 
bodies, and for which cauſe Chiilt will-lay, { was &: Priſon, and ye 
viſited me; m Diſtreſs, and ye comforted me ; and uito thole tha: 
do no: fo according to their ability, Go ye curſed, art. 25, If men 
had oreater love to God's Cominands, or the Salvation of thouſands 
of | jonorant fouls in our Nation, that for want of inftruQtion periſh, 

than to 2 little cemporal atil Qion, they would never publiſh nor pra- 
Ctiſe as they do in this thing. 

Thus have I in ſhore ſhewed you my poor ability in theſe things. 
And for all other things we hold ; as the Jawſulnels of Magiltracy, 
God's bleſſed Ocdinance ; and Chrilt our Saviour taking his flcfh of 
the Virgin Afary, by the wonderfull work of che holy Gholt, &c, 
You may fee them in out Confeſſion in print, publiſhed four years ago. 


THE END. 


